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such prospects as th Governor asIt
this colony at his bak, I should certainly
give it a shove; and I hope, with the
rspects that he ha, and with this
Ouncil tohelp him, His Excellency will
gve it a shove. Sir, I formally second

the adress in reply.
ME. MARMION said there appeared

to be a general feeling that the debate
should stand adjourned until Friday
evening; ad, generally speaking, they
had adopted that course to give members
an opportunity of digesting the Gover-
nor's speech. He therefore moved that
the debate be adjourned until Friday
evening.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at
minutes past four o'clock, p.m.

twenty

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Friday, 12th October, 1888.

The honor of Knighthood conferred upon Mr. Speaker
-Confirmation of Expediture Bfil first rendin
-ColdDeclartion Bl:firt reading-Merhnds
Warks Consotlation and Arnendm ext Bill: first

redn-b rorogation of the House lut session
-Adrssi Reply: adjourned debate-Adjourn
Mont.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

THE HONOR OF KNIGHTHOOD CON-
FERRED UPON Ms. SPEAKER.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) :Before proceeding with
the business on the Notice Paper I have
to ask the indulgence of the House, for
the purpose of moving a resolution, with-
out notice; and I am quite sure that
when hon. members have heard what it is,

they will accord my wish, and I hope the
resolution will be adopted unanimously.
It is to this effect: " That Her Majesty
has been pleaed to confer the honor of
knighthood upon Mr. Speaker has given
great satisfaction to this Counacil." Per-
haps I may be pardoned, and that hon.
members will bear with me a minute
or two, being an old friend of His
Honor ever since I have been in the col-
ony, while I take this opportunity of bear-
ing testimony to the great value of your
Honor's services during the very many
yeatrs you have been associated with the
Legislature of this colony-not only the
Legislature as now by law established,
but also as a member, sir, of that Legis-
lative Council which obtained previous to
the year 1870. 1 am sure that no
member who has been in the House, as
I have, during the whole period that this
Constitution ham been at work-and I
think there is only one member in the
House now, except myself, and that is
the hon. member for Freantle (Mr.
Mannion), who has been here throughout
the whole of that period-but I am sure
that no member remembering the man-
ner in which you, sir, as leader of the
elected side of the House, for many
years, conducted the business on that
side of the House, and at a period when
the business was conducted in a some-
what different manner from that in which
it has been conducted of late years-that
is to say at a p)eriod when it was con-
ducted I may almost say on party princi-
ples, and we had a great many fights
here on various questions-no one, sir,
who remembers the manner in which you
conducted the business on that side of
the House will fail to appreciate the
dignity and the tact with which you
did so on all occasions, and the assist-
ance you gave in perfecting the legisla-
tion of those years. All this must make
us feel that in the dignity, sir, which has
been conferred upon you, an honor also
has been conferred upon this Council, and
that it is an honor also which sheds a
lustre upon the colony. I believe that
my hon. ad esteemed friend Mr. Parker
-who I am rejoiced to see again occupy-
ing that position in the House which he
has so worthily filled in the past-intends
to support mxe in moving that these words
may be recorded on the minutes of the
House.
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Mx&. S. H. PARKER:- Sir-I have great
pleasure in seconding the proposition
which has just been made by the Colonial
Secretary. I cannot go back so far as
my hon. friend has done in tracing your
past career, but I will say this: so long as
I have been a member of this House, I
can speak, sir, in the warmest terms of
the courtesy that you always displayed
during the term you were leader of this
side of the House, and of the great esteem
in which you were always held by members
of the House, so much so that when you
ceased to be an elected member yourself
and became a nominated member, the
House, on the death of our late Speaker,
Sir Luke Leake, unanimously voted you to
the chair you now occupy, feeling that we
had in you one whose integrity and
honesty of character, combined with in-
dependence, rendered you most worthy
to occupy the position of Speaker of the
Legislative Council of this colony. I
need say no mnore. The resolution is one
which I am sure will commend itself to
every member of the House.

Question put and passed.
TnE SPEAKER said: Honorable

members-I have to return you my sin-
cere thanks for having voted a resolution
expressing your satisfaction with the
honor -which Her Majesty has been
pleased to codfer upon me. There is on
record an instance of a Speaker of the
House of Commons who once had to put
the question to the House that he was no
longer worthy of the confidence of the
House. I must say that the resolution
which I have just put is one which must
be far more satisfactory, for any Speaker
to have to put to a House over which he
has the honor of presiding than such a
resolution as that I have referred to.
Although Western Australia is not
generally considered of so much hrm-
portance as most of the other colonies
of Australia, I think it must be grati-
fying to know that it has not been
left out in the cold in the late dis-
tribution of honors, because, with the
exception of New Zealand, this is the
only colony whose Speaker has received
the honor of Knighthood at Her Ma-
jesty's hands. I must say that the
gratification which I felt at my humble
services having been recognised by Her
Majesty would not have been so great had
I not felt that this recogntion of my

services had also been pleasing to my
fellow colonists generally-at least I have
good reason to believe so, from the
numerous telegrams and letters of con-
gratulation -which I received from all
parts of the colony, and not only from
friends in this colony, but also from some
of the leading men of some of the other
colonies. I can only hope that the honor
which Her Majesty has been pleased to
confer upon me will be a permanent in-
ducement for me to devote what abilities
I have to the discharge of such further
public duties as I may be called upon to
perform. Honorable gentlemen, I once-
more thank you.

CONFIRMATION OF EXPENDITURE
DILL.

Read a first time.

GOLD DECLARATION BILL.

Read a first time,

'MERCHANDISE MARKS$ AMENDMENT
AND CONSOLIDATION BILL,

Read a first time.

MANNER OF PROROGUING THE
COUNCIL.

THE SPEAKER: With reference to
the next motion on the Notice Paper, I
have had some doubts on my mind
whether I ought to allow it to be put, in
its integrity, but, after somne considera-
tion, I have come to the opinion that it is
for the House to decide whether they will
agree to it or not. But I think the
House should be very careful in approach-
ing this subject, because it is an at-
tempt to interfere with a power outside
the province of the House-fto interfere
with the prerogative of the Governor to
prorogue this Council. The Imperial Act
confers certain powers upon the Governor
of the colony, anld one of those powers
is that it shall be lawful for him to sum-
mon the Legislative Council to meet at
any time and at any place which he may
think proper, and also to prorogue the
Council from time to time, either by pro-
clamation or otherwise, whenever he shall
deem it expedient itherefore, I think it
is not advisable that this House should
come into conflict with the Governor in a
matter with respect to which it really has
no power to interfere -with the Executive.

4q

4

9



10 PARLIAM MNARY DEBATES. [OCT. 12

Having said so much, I will leave it to
the House to decide what course it will
desire to pursue in this matter.

MR. SCOTT: Sir,-I must say that I
rise to move this resolution not on y wth
regret but also with the sense of a feeling
of responsibilit 'y. I quite recognise, sir,
what you have already put to the House,
but I recognise more than that: I feel
that the way in which this House was
prorogued, at its last session, tended,
it seemed to me, to undermine the
dignity of the House. When I pass
on to the second part of the resolu-
tion, and I am told that it is an in-
terfereuce with the undoubted prero-
gative and the constitutional right of
the Governor, I feel that the Governor
has a most perfect right to prorogue this
House at any time he may consider
necessary. But, Sir, I also feel that as
regards these dormant rights-and I call
them dormant rights because they are
rights that should be exercised after the
very gravest consideration-I feel that
too much consideration cannot be allowed
for the constituent elements of an As-
sembly such as this. Sir, it must be
remembered that there are old members
of this House and that there are young
members of the House, and these young
members may not be so fully alive to the
forms and procedure of the House; and,
speaking for myself, as one of the mem-
bers of the House, I can only say that
it produced surprise followed by DO little
excitement in my mind when I heard the
prorogation notice read that evening. It
more particularly caused surprise ias-
much as there was a discussion, as your
Honor may recollect, some days before, in
the course of which I believe my hon. friend
the Colonial Secretary led the House to
believe that we might sit-or that the
Government would put no opposition in
the way of our sitting-here for the next
six months, if we wished, and that we
would receive due notice of the intention
of the Governor to prorogue the Rouse.
[The COLONAL SECRETARY: No, no.] I
beg your pardon, if I am wrong. Still,
that was the impression left on my mind,
and I believe I am right in thinking it
was the impression left on the minds of
other members. At all events, it was the
impression left on my own maind; and I
cannot help thinking that, under ordinary
circumstances, it is well that when the

leading members of the House (as His
Excellency in one of his despatches is
pleased to call them) have the confidence
of those who feel it necessary to exercise
these prerogatives, it would be well that
other members also should be allowed to
enjoy such confidence, unless there be
some particular reason for withholding it.
I have no personal feeling in this matter
whatever. I simply feel what I have
stated, that it would be well, under ordin-
ary Circumstances, we should have due
and some formal notice of the inten-
tion to prorogue the Council. Sir, I
cannot think that His Excellency the
Governor could have had any inten-
tion to cause disappointment to the
members of this House; on the con-
trary, I have every reason to believe
that he would naturally study the con-
venience of hon. members, as to the time
of the prorogation. His Excellency has
shown, since be has been here, in every
way, a feeling of courtesy and respect
towards this honorable House, and I
cannot but think that His Excellency
was unaware of the feeling of disappoint-
ment that might be caused by so sudden
a. prorogation. Sir, with reference to
what has just fallen from your Honor,
I also shall leave it entirely to the House
to decide what course should be pursued
with regard to this resolution. I should
like bon. members to express their feel-
ings upon the matter. I cannot think if
the matter is brought to the notice of
His Excellency-whether it be in the
form of this resolution, or whether he
simply heard of it informally from the
report of the debate-I cannot think it
can do any harm. I cannot imagine that
His Excellency will feel that the resolu-
tion is an insult to him or to the Govern.
ment. I am simply speaking of the im-
pression left upon my own mind, and
which may have been left on the minds
of others, by reason of the sudden way in
which the House was prorogued; and it
is for hon. members to consider whether
in future, under ordinary circumstances,
some formal notice should be given of the
intention of the Governor to prorogue
the House. I do not know that it is
necessary for me to say any more. I
shall adhere to my determination at the
close of last session to bring forward some
such resolution. I don't care about the
particular words of it. I have worded it
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as carefully as I could, and my only wish
is to c;all attention to the sudden way in
which the House was prorogued, and to
the fact that there were manyv members
of the House, I believe, who were not in
possession of the fadt that the House was
going to be prorogued in the way it was.
Sir, I cannot conclude without referring
to what His Excellency said on this sub-
ject in his despatch to the Secretary of
State, dated the 3rd of May (published
on the 10th of August), in which His
Excellency said he had consulted the
leading members of the House and
that be was under the impression that
all of us knew that the Council was
going to be prorogued. I don't know
that we have any "leading members"
here-I know I have often heard my hon.
friend on the right (Mr. Parker) sa'ving
he did not presume to lead the House in
any way, that he considered we were all
equal that all he professed to be was the
moutpece of other members (as it were),
when fi was necessary to express their
sentiments. I think it is just as well
therefore that all members should be taken
into the confidence of the Executive, when
it is proposed to prorogue the session ;
and I hope we may arrive at an amicable
settlement of the matter. My resolution
-I do not wish to press it in any way,
so long as the object in view is accom-
plished-is as follows : "That this House
regrets the manner in which its last
session was prorogued, as being deroga
tory to its dignity, and most respectfll
and humbly petitions His Excellency the
Governor that in future he will be pleased
to give this Honorable House reasonable
and formal notice of his intention to
prorogue or dissolve any session of the
Council."

MR. A. FORREST: I have much
pleasure in seconding the resolution,-not
with the view of throwing any mud or
anything else about. I was one of those.
who sat here when the Council was pro-
rogued, and I must say myself that I
was astonished that such a course had
been taken. In fact I was so taken by
surprise that I did not know, until I
heard the words "God save the Queen"
read at the end of the proclamation, that
the Rouse had been prorogued. There
were many important questions unset-
tled at the time, which had occupied
the attention of the House for several

days before, questions in which mem-.
bers took great interest; and we were
in hopes that, even if His Excellency
eventually disallowed them, we should
still have had an opportunity of further
discussing them before the Council was
prorogued. But this opportunity was
debarred to us, and the House, at half-
past eleven o'clock at night, was suddenly
sent about its business. Under these
circumstances, I have much pleasure in
seconding the resolution of the hon. mem-
ber for Perth. I think he deserves credit
for bringing it forward, because it is not
altogether a pleasant subject, and we all
know that few men are ever anxious to
bring anything objectionable before this
House. I am pleased that the hon. mem-
ber has taken the course he has, and I
beg to second the motion.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) said: I might not have risen
on this occasion but for the fact that the
hon. member who moved the resolution
has referred to a certain statement which
I made to the House last session, and as
to which to a certain extent the hon.
member was perfectly correct; but he
added to it that whichi I never gave utter-
ance to. It is clearly within my recollec-
tion-and I believe a reference to the
published reports will show it-that when
we were considering the Appropriation
Bill, some days previous to the proroga-
tion, I then stated that supposing the
Bill were passed, the prorogation would
not take place until the whole of the
business of the House had been con-
cluded. Hon. members must be aware
that on Wednesday, the 18th April. we
had so far concluded the business as to
leave no doubt in the minds of hon.
members that one more sitting would be
sufficient to complete the remaining busi-
ness on the Order paper, and the House,
before rising on Wednesday, suspended
the Standing Orders in view of our meet-
ing on Thursday night at seven o'clock,
in lien of the ordinary hour at noon.
We met accordingly on Thursday
evening, and the remaining business
on the paper was disposed of. I had
had inquiries on Wednesday as to
whether the House would be prorogued
next day, and the remark I made to one
hon. member was that it depended upon
whether we finished the business that
night. The business was finished that
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might; and it was solely in the interests
of bon. members themselves, some of
whom were not residents of Perth, and
were annious to return to their homes,
that the House was prorogued, as it
was, on Thursday evening, after every
item on the Order paper had been dealt
with; and with a feeling, at any rate on
this bench, that the business of the
session had been completed, entirely.
Sir, with regard to the hon. member's
motion, 1 fedl it my duty, under the
circumstances, to move, as an amend-
ment, the previous question, and I ac-
cordingly do so.

THE@ ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hlon.
C. N. Warton) seconded the amendment.

Ma. HENSMAN:- Sir, it is not the
first time that the hon. member for
Perth has shown that, when he be-
lieves there is something which it is
his duty to do, he does it, without
regard to consequences; and I do, my-
self, seriously and honestly congratulate
the hon. member on this occasion for
bringing forward this matter. I can do
so with perfect freedom, because from
the day that the Council was prorogued
until the present time, I have not had
one word, so far as I remember, upon
this question with the hon. member; nor
was I aware that he was about to put
down this resolution on the paper. You
have said, sir, that it is not -within the
power of this House to interfere with the
right which is given to the agent or
representative of the Queen in this
colony to prorogue this Council, accord-
ing to his will. We are all aware of
that. But it is within the right of this
House to express its opinion ; and, if
this House, or any member of this House,
thinks that the dignity of the House is
touched by anything that the Governor
does, I agree with the hon. mnember for
Perth that it is not only our right but
our duty to express our opinion on the
subject. With regard to the second
part of this motion, if it is not strictly in
order, for my own part I should have no
objection whatever to see it withdlrawn.
It speaks of the respect and of the humi-
lity of this House-it "most respectfully
and humbly petitions " the Governor that
he will not do it again. With regard to
that respect and that humility, I have no
objection to others expressing their opinion
-I have no desire to say anything about

it myself. I don't think it is necessary
to refer to what the Governor may do in
this matter in the future, because it is
exceedingly probable that he will not
have many opportunities of proroguing
this Rouse again. But with regard to
the first portion of the resolution, I most
cordially agree with the hon. member as
to the manner in which this House was
prorogued last session. Whatever the
leader of the Government in the House
may say to the contrary, there is no
question [ft the world-no one can deny
it-that hon. members were taken by
surprise. I am not going to repeat or
refer to the language which I heard used
by some lion. members as they left the
House, and after they had left it but yet
within its precincts. If I were to do so,
I should be using unparliamentary lan-
guage. But it is idle, it is foolish, to
attempt to persuade this House that
members on this side of the House were
taken into the Governor's confidence on
that point. I know not, nor care not,
whether any member who may or may
not consider himself a 11leading " mnember
was informed or not; but we, the elected
members, sitting about here, were cer-
tainly in ignorance of the Governor's
intention. Sir, the time has passed
when we can have these sudden pro-
rogationsi or dissolutions done with
effect. There have been times in the
history of England when great metn
have suddenly dissolved the House of
Commons, and these matters are histor-
ical; but we have neither the persons,
nor is this the time, to repeat these things.
The House will bear in mind that there
was then a question still before it which
affected us all very much; it was the
question of a railway from heme to
Busselton, and there bad been a, great
deal of discussion as to the advisability
of that work being undertaken, and there
was a difference of opinion between mem-
bers as a rule and the Government as to
whether this railway should be con-
structed; messages had passed and reso-
lutions were passed, and the matter at
last got to this point: that on the night.
when the House was prorogued, a few
moments before it was prorogued a batch
of messages; Came from the Governor, and
amongst them a further message with
regard to this railway to the South. If
I am -wrong, let mec be corrected. Now

PARLIA MARY DEBATES. [ OCT. 1212
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what is the rule with regard to
Messages from the Governor? It is
said our business was exhausted. I
say it was not exhausted. This railway
project was one of the most important
matters brought before us that session,
and the House was very anxious it should
be p)roceeded with. But a message came
downu from the Governor at the last
ninute, setting aside the expressed desire
of the House; and what is the rule with
regard to messages received from the
Governor ? The Standing Orders say
this: that whenever a message is delivered,
immediately after the delivery of the mes-
sage, if necessary, a day shall be fixed
upon motion, for taking the same into
consideration. It is within my recollec-
tion-and I think it was the hon. mem-
ber who moved this to-night who said so
to me-that he intended to make a motion
for taking that message into consider-
ation : at all events it is within my recol-
lection that someone intended to do so.
But these muessages-and there were
several of them-were read out one after
the other, and there came the messages
as to this railway, and, in the same batch,
there came the message proroguing this
Council there and then; and I say this
House was taken by surprise. Whatever
])rivate communications may have taken
place between anyone sitting on the Gov-
ertnent bench and any " leading " men
on this side, I know not, nor do I cae;
I know that members generally were
taken by surprise, and the general
feeling was that the House had not been
treated with the respect with which it
ought to be treated by the Governor of
the colony; for, after all, we are not a
vestry, we are not a parochial assembly,
whatever foolish remarks may be made to
that effect. We are a House having
powers to pass laws for the good govern-
ment of this colony, which, when they are
assented to by Her Majesty, become the
law of the land; and it is inconsistent
with our duty, inconsistent with our
dignity, inconsistent with that respect
which ought to be shown to us and
which I for one will stand up for, if
I stood alone-that, I know, I shall not
have to do-it is inconsistent, I say, with
what is due to this House that it should
be prorogued in the manner it was.
Therefore, whether this matter comes to
a division or not, for my own part I

respect the hon. member for bringing it
forward and most certainly shall support
him. If he pushes it to a division I shall
vote with him, with pleasure; but, if not,
I desire to record my opinion that the
way this House was prorogued last session
was an insult to its members and un-
worthy of the representative of the
Crown.

MR. RICHARDSON: I cannot say
that I am quite in favor of this motion.
I think perhaps it might as well not have
been brought forward; at the same time,
it will not do very much harm, in this
way-it will bring to notice the fact that,
at the time referred to, the members of
this House were taken by surprise, and
perhaps a good deal annoyed at the way
they were dismissed. No one here would
dispute for a moment the prerogative of
the Crown, or of the representative of
the Crown, or any of his rights. The
Governor has his rights, and the mem-
bers of this House have theirs; and I do
not think members will ever wish to
interfere with His Excellency's rights,
nor do I think in any way that the
Governor would wish to interfere with
ours. At the same time the rights of
the Governor are, we suppose, conferred
upon him in the interests of the com-
munity at large and in the interests
of the colony; and it will be remem-
bered that during the session referred
to this House passed an almost unani-
mous resolution-unammous excepting
the opposition of the Government-
the elected members were unanimous
-in favor of the construction of a
certain railway. The Governor thought
it wise, in the interests of the country
as he thought, not to assent to that
resolution, and in the message which he
sent down to the House at the last moment
he intimated to the House that he would
not assent to it; and there can be no
doubt about it, this House would have
liked an opportunity to have made some
comment, or passed some resolution, upon
that message. But the House had not
the least opportunity of doing so-which
is a fact that 6aunot be denied; and no
doubt at the time a certain amount of
annoyance was felt. But, speaking for
myself and perhaps expressing the views
of other members, I think the lapse of
time since then has worn out that feeling
of annoyance. and no doubt many of us
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had forgotten it, No doubt, however,
the hon. member who brought forward
this motion considered he was doing his
duty in calling attention to what took

place at the time, and, having done so,
perhlaps he will not care to press the
matter any further. Attention has now
been called to it, and I cannot say that I
am in favor of the motion, and possibly
the hon. member, having attained his
object, may think fit to withdraw it.

SIR T. COCKB3URN-CAMPBELL:
I have only one or two words to say on
this motion; but there is one reason
which I think it is just as well to point
out to hon. members why it would be
inadvisable to pass such a resolution.
So far as any grievance is concerned, I
myself never felt any grievance at all. I
was very strongly in favor of the Bays-
water railway, but I felt it would be use-
less to wangle with the Governor over
it, after lie had made up his mind, and I
saw no use in replying to that message.
The hon. member for Perth speaks of the
younger and older members of the House;
and it was only the younger members of
the House,-tbat is, those who have been
a shorter time in the House-who were
taken the least by surprise that night.
Nobody said a word to me about the pro-
rogation, but I recollect very early in the
evening saying we should be almost sure
to be prorogued, as the business was
completed; for, whenever the business on
the Notice Paper is wiped off, prorogation
invariably takes place. So I felt no
grievance in the matter at all, and I can-
not agree that the House was treated in
a way that was derogatory to its dignity.
I remember that, some fourteen years
ago, we were not merely. prorogued but
dissolved at a moment's notice; nobody
had any knowledge that dissolution was
in the air; and we scarcely felt an-
noyed with it. But the reason why
I think members would be foolish in
voting for a resolution of this kind is
because it touches what will be more
their own privilege in the future. Hon.
members must recollect that under Re-
sponsible Governent this power of
proroguing will be exercised under their
own advice, or at any rate under the
advice of their own Ministers; and I for
one-1Imay not be in any future Ministry
but I may wish to support a future Minis-
try- should not like to commit myself

to any such statement as this, that the
right of prorogation should be exercised
in any particular way. No doubt Min-
istries under Responsible Government
exercise this right in a way that suits
their own party best-we should do so
ourselves; and I consider we should be
very foolish indeed to commit ourselves
to a statement that this right should
only be exercised in some particular way,
with the consent of the rest of the House.
It would be recorded against us in the
future if we did, and it would be very
inconvenient.

MR. SCOTT: I think the object of my
resolution has been attained. As I
said before, I have no personal feel-
ing in the matter, but I certainly do
adhere to what I originally said, that
these sudden surprises sprung upon the
House do not tend to keep up the
dignity of the House. Whatever my
hon. friend the member for Plantagenet
may think, in his placid frame of mind,
I think there are other members, besides

mnyself, perhaps, of more excitable tem-
peraments, who did feel very much sur-
prised and annoyed. r have seen mem-
bers on the other side of the House, too,
occasionally losing that placid frame of
mind. I think, sir, as I said before, it is
as well under ordinary circumstances,
that we should not have these surprises.
It~ would be as well, except perhaps under
the peculiar circumstances referred to by
the hon. member for Greenough in con-
nection with the House of Commons in
days gone by-that there should be some
intimation given of the intention of the
Government to prorogue this House.
Having said so much, I have no desire to
move any further in that well-considered
topic of the railway to Busselton. I
think the Governor, so far as he was
concerned, acted in a perfectly constitu-
tional and statesmanlike way as regards
that question; he had his opinion and we
had ours, the future will show who was
right. But I do maintain, with the hon.
member for Greenough, that the way in
which this Council was prorogued was a
disagreeable surprise to many members
on this side of the House, a surprise that
was followed by a feeling of some resent-
ment, and a feeling of excitement not of
a nature calculated to uphold the dignity
of this honorable House. After this
expression of opinion, and the explanation
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offered, if it is the wish of the House I
shall have pleasure now in withdrawing
may motion.

Motion, with leave, withdrawn.

ADDRESS IN REPLY: ADJOURNED
DEBATE.

On the order of the day for the resump-
tion of the debate upon the Address in
Reply,

Mu. MAMMION said: I rise, sir, to
address myself to the speech of His
Excellency the Governor, and I may say
that I feel somewhat disappointed that I
am not able to congratulate His Excel-
lency and the colony generally upon any
particular statement contained in the
speech that is likely to redound to the
great advantage of the colony-I mean in
the immediate future. In the first in-
stance, His Excellency tells us, and
expresses his regret, that there -will in
all probability be a deficit of some
£30,000 at the end of the present year.
I note that the Governor is hardly
convinced that this will be the case:
he says that the receipts under certain
headings are not expected to realise
the estimate, and that there may, be a
deficit of perhaps £30,000 at the end of
the year. All I can say is that I trust,
as on previous occasions when His Ex-
cellency has assured us that in all
probability certain deficits would exist
when the end of the year camie, we may
find, as on former occasions that the
amount, if there be a deficit at all, is very
much less than anticipated by the Gov-
ernor. In some instances, instead of
there being a. deficit, there has been a6
surplus; and I trust that on this occasion
also His Excellency may possibly have
made amistake. It is rather a mild way
of putting it, when His Excellency-
referring to this probable deficit of
£30,000-says: "This is inconvenient at.
a time when money is much wanted for
the development of our promising gold-
fields and other -purposes; and vigorous
economy will be necessary in arranging for
the expenditure of 1889." His Excel-
lency says it is " inconvenient." I think,
sir, it is decidedly inconvenient: I think
it is more than inconvenient; I think it
is a great pity that the circumstances of
the colony should be such that with all
our enormous territory, with these pro-
mising goldfields staring us in the face,

wanting and waiting the expenditure of a
few thousands to see whether they cannot
be made a source of wealth to the colony
-1 think it is more than inconvenient, I
think it is most unfortunate for the
colony that the Government does not feel
itself justified in making the necessary
expenditure to turn these goldfields into
account, goldfields upon the development
of which so much depends. I think it is
a very mild expression indeed that the
Governor uses when he says this is m-in
convenient." I note, sir, that His Excel-
lency says that the most " rigorous
economy ' must be exercised in arranging
for the public expenditure for next year.
While on this subject I must refer to a
passage mn His Excellency's despatch to
the Secretary of State dated the 23rd
July last, in which His Excellency deal-
ing with the then anticipated deficit
of £20,000, says : "1Large economies
(£960,000 as compared with 1887) have
been effected this year, and further re-
ductions would mean an interference with
official salaries, which are already low
enough." Now, sir, we had a great deal
of cutting down, as the Governor says, in
the expenditure for 1888, and possibly
the colony may have felt considerably dhe
application of the pruning knife to some
of the items on the Estimates, for, in
many cases, the cutting down took place
where the expenditure would have given
employment to a large number of people;
and it is strange that everything else
must give way to this necessity for exer-
cising economy except official salaries.
Every other interest in the colony, the
mercantile interest, tradesmen's interest,
the petty storekeeper's interest, the bank-
ing and financial interests must suffer;
but you must not touch official salaries.
They are the one thing that must always
be kept the same, and never interfered
with. I fail to see, sfr, that at a time
when all the interests of the colon are
suffering, I fail to see, if it is absolu tely
necessary to decrease expenditure or to
increase taxation, why those who fill
official positions should not feel theP
shoe pinch as well as every other in-
terest in the colony. The Governor,
I observe, modifies his remark as to
the necessity for a rigorous economy.
by saying: "The situation, however,
need not be regarded as more than
one of temporary difficulty, removable
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by the exercise of prudence and retrench-
meat." I think, sir, the situation is
one that need never have occurred.
It was one that the exercise of timely
prudence-not perhaps prudent economy,
but a prudent system of expenditure
combined with a judicious system of bor-
rowing, and of spending the money on
certain public works-would have averted.
I say, without fear of contradiction, that
the exercise of a statesmanlike policy, of
a bold but judicious policy, some time
ago, would have rendered it unnecessary
to have recourse to what the Governor
calls a system of " rigorous economy."
We are told by His Excellency in the
same breath that "our resources are
gradually but surely expanding," and
that there is no cause for alarm. Surely,
if we know that the future of the colony
is secure, if, as we are told, our resources
are gradually and surely expanding,
there is no reason why we should be
afraid to spend a few thousands, when
our resources axe steadily expanding.
Will they expand more slowly or more
quickly under a system of judicious ex-
penditureP Will the progress of the
colony be hastened or retarded by a sys-
tem of judicious expenditure in develop-
ing these resources? I ask any hon.
member connected with business, or
acquainted with business, if the man-
ager of an estate were told that he
had valuable mineral resources on that
estate, which required oniy the ex-
penditure of a small sum of money
to develop into a source of profit,
and to settle a continued body of work-
men or tenants on the estate, increasing
its income tenfold-even at the risk of
mortgaging his estate, and handing down
to his successors a little indebtedness,
would the manager or owner of that es-
tate, if he was a wise and prudent man,
hesitate to borrow money to develop those
resources, which otherwise would remain
dormant ? I think not. And I look
upon the Governor or the Executive as
the manager or landlord of this huge
estate of Western Australia; and it is
useless to say that this House, or the
members of it who have been trying to
bring the Government to a sense of their
responsibility in this matter, have the
power in their own hand, for we have not
yet got that power. With reference to
the revenue for 1888-the expected re-

venue, rather-I think that the colony,
under all the circumstances, is to be con-
gratulated upon the amount of its
revenue. I think it is very satisfactory,
when we look back upon the crisis that
the colony has been passing through
during the last twelve months, and the
general depression that has existed, and
when we bear in mind the hundreds-I
think I1 ma y say thousands-of people
who have left the colony in disgust,
having lost all confidence in the prospect
of affairs here, and leaving us for other
colonies in which they had some confi-
dence-leaving us never to return; I
think when all this is borne in mind it is
a matter of congratulation and of as-
tonishmient that the revenue of the colony
is likely to turn out even as satisfactory
as we have reason to expect it will. We
are told in the Governor's speech that
"it is the abnormal outlay during several
"yvears of bold enterprise, incurred in
"making and working new railways and
"telegraphs, and in otherwise attempting
"to develop our large territory, which
"has outstripped a revenue which has
all along been really excellent, and

"even wonderful for a small and scat-
"tered community of only some 42,000

"souls. Itisnotsurprising," the Governor
adds, "that such an unusual expenditure
"cannot be continued." I would ask

hon. members whom I seearound me to
look back at the history of this colony,
and point out to me any period in
that history during which the Govern-
ment have pursued a bold and progres-
sive policy, when that policy has not
been attended with prosperity? Did
not our population increase by nearly
one-fourth during that period of enter-
prise, and was not every interest in
the colony in a flourishing condition,
and did not everything look brisk and
bright, and the future uncloudedP Then
all at once, this bold and progressive
policy, which should have been continued
- and which if it had been continued
would have perpetuated that prosperous
state of affairs-all at once this bold and
enterprising policy came to a full stop.
The cry went forth " Thus far we shall go.
but-no farther," and, a retrograde move
was made; and many of those who came
to the colony thinking it had entered
upon a steady a continuous policy of
public works, and having full confidence
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in its future, finding this policy aban-
doned, became disheartened and disap-
pointed, and left the country never to
return-many of them never to return.
But perhaps the most disappointing para-
graph in the whole speech is the one as
to which I must say, speaking fairly and
honestly, His Excellency is not to blame.
I believe, reading his despatches, that the
Governor in this matter of the proposed
loan, has done all he could, although
rather late in the day, to adopt a
policy which he was assured by mem-
bers of this House be would have to
follow sooner or later-a policy involv-
ing the judicious expenditure of bor-
rowed money. If there were time and
I thought it necessary, I could point out
to the many speeches delivered in this
House even by myself in which the Gov-
ernment was strongly urged to adopt this
policy. Probably the advice was con-
sidered as that of a. man who wad too
sanguine, but it was the advice of one
who looked upon the future of this colony
with undoubted confidence. Probably the
Government thought it was advice that
was not worth listening to, or not worth
following; but when I look back upon
the various utterances I have made on
this subject I think I may fairly claim
to have shown some foresight, and that
everything I said as to the future turned
out to be the case. With reference to
this loan of £200,000, no doubt, as I said.
just now, the Governor has done his best
to induce the Secretary of State to permit
us to borrow this money. But the
Secretory of State, seeing that we have
the lance at our breast, and determined
we shall have the management of our own
affairs upon his terms-not our terms-
and seeing that we are in want of the
expenditure of public money, thinks he
may induce us to accept his terms, or
none at all; and he addresses us some-
thing in these terms: "I shall give
you nothing. You have asked to take
upon yourselves the responsibility of
your own affairs; I didn't want you to
ask for it, but you have done so, and you.
shall have it, but you shall have it upon
my terms and not yours; and, until such
time as you agree to my terms, I shall
keep you in your present transition state;
I shall keep you hungry for want of food,
and thirsty for want of water-food and
water to this colony at the present

moment being borrowed funds for public
works-until you agree to my terms."
We are told, unless you accept the ipse
dizil of the Secretary of State for .the
Colonies, we cannot have tbe advantage
of this borrowed capital, and that seems
to be our position at the present
moment. With reference to the paltry
X50,000 which we are recommended to
raise on the strength of Treasury bills, I
think it is complete nonsense, and a very,
botchy method of tinkering up our
finances. I do not believe, myself, it will
be required. I do not believe the deficit
will be as great as the Governor pre-
dicts, and, if it is, we could surely get
the money without having recourse to
Treasury bills. Surely this colony would
have no difficulty in arranging for an
overdraft with one of the Banks, or
-with some of the Banks. I should
like to know whether the effect. of
balancing our public accounts with Treas-
lury bills would improve our public credit
in the eyes of the outside wbrld ? Not at
all. The fact of outc having to balance
our books at the end of the financial
year by means of Treasury bills will not
do our credit an atom of good, but on the
contrary harm, and it would be fax better
to borrow the amount from one of the
Banks. The only difference would be
this: instead df paying the flank interest
on the overdraft of £,20,000 or £30,000
we should have to pay these Treasury
bills to somebody else. I cannot see the
least necessity for it, nor can I look upon
it as anything like a statesmanlike action.
I do not mean to say that I shall oppose
it, if the majority of members are of
opinion. it is desirable; but I do say that
there appears to me nothing savoring of
statesmanship about it, and for my part
I don't see the necessity for it. There is
no doubt that the despatch of the Secre-
tary of State upon the subject of Respou-
sible Government will receive our careful
attention. It is too large a subject for
me to enter upon just now, and we shall
have ample time and opportunity to
deal with the various phases of the
question before the session ends; there-
fore I will not go into it at present.
There is no doubt that there are several
points in the despatch 'which will require
our careful thought and consideration.
What seems to me to be the position of
affairs at the present time is this: the

17
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Secretary of State has no objection to our
entering upon Responsible Government;
the colony itself has expressed the keenest
desire for the adoption of that form of
Government, but there axe differences of
opinion between the people of the colony
and the Secretary of State as to the terms
upon which it should be granted. In
matters of detail the Secretary of State
says he is prepared to sacrifice something
in order to enable us to obtain this form
of Government, for which so many hon.
members present have expressed so keen
a desire; and the question is whether it
would not be well for us on our part also
to sacrifice certain things in order to
obtain what we want without further
delay, or whether we desire to incur a
further delay of twelve or eighteen
months for the sake of fighting it out
with the Secretary of State, as to certain
main points, and more especialy wit
regard to two or three of the main prin-
ciples of the bill. With reference to the
gold discoveries at Yilgarn and Pilbarra,
we have bear-d so much through the public
newspapers-in fact, one hears of nothing
else but gold just now-that it seems
hardly necessary to Call particular atten-
tion to it. There seems to be a very bright
future indeed for Western Australia.,
Gold has been discovered now I may say
from Hampton Plains to the farthest
confines of Kimberley, and everything
would lead us to suppose that all that is
now required is the judicious expenditure
of public money and the hearty support
of the Government in developing these*
goldfields to make us, before many years
are over, pointed at by the world as a
colony possessing one of the most promi.s-
ing futures of any portion of Australia.
His Excellency says "a good deal has
been done towards providing a water
supply at Yilgarn, which now only waits
the advent of capital and machinery, with-
out which the gold-bearing reefs can be
nothing more than a medium of prema-
ture speculation." As to "premature
speculation" I may say that I think the
colony has a great deal to thank those
people who have ha sufficient enterprise
to do a little speculaion, and to incur
some expendtr in testing these fields.
In all these Cases there are always some
people of bolder enterprise than others
who rush in and spend their money.
while others, more cautious, stand aloof

and watch the result, and, if it is
at all encouraging, they camne in and
take advantage of the " premature specu-
lation " of the more plucky and more
enterprising. But I think these men
who spend their labor and their money
in endeavoring to test the value of
these discoveries deserve every encour-
agemnent and support. Without this
" speculation "-if everybody were to
stand by waiting for the fields to develop
themselves-the colony would not make
much pr~oress, and I think the colony
ouahlt to be thankful to those who have
bad the courage and enterprise to devote
their time and labor and to spend their
money in trying to open up these gold-
fields. So far as Yilgarn is concerned, it
baas now been declared a goldfield, and a
great responsibility rests upon the Gov-
ernent in connection with that proclam-
ation. This announcement may - I
don't say that it will-create a rush of
people to Yilgarn and its vicinity because
gold has been found over a very large
area of country-something, I believe,
like 60 or 70 miles Eastward and 60 or
70 miles Southward, and I believe also
to the north-east of Golden Valley.
This is a waterless region, and unless
something is done by the Government to
realise the responsibility that rests upon
them in the matter, and they are prepared
to expend some money in the discovery
and conservation of water, there is
no knowing what may be the conse-

Zune.Upon them will now rest
eresponsibility of anything that may

occur in the future in connection with
the rush of any large number of people
who mray be tempted by this proclama-
tion to venture their lives in going there,
and find themselves, possibly, unable to
return. I say the responsibility now
rests upon the Government in this mat-
ter, and I trust that a sense of this very
grave responsibility-if nothing ekse will
-will induce them to do their utmost in
spending money as quickly as possible in
endeavoring to ascertain whether per-
manent water can be obtained even in
the vicinity of Yilgarn, and that the dis-
covery of this water may lead to con-
tinued and further speculation. The
mere fact of c.rushing machinery going
up there will not avail without water
being found to work it, and the Govern-
ment should do their utmost in further-
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ing the discovery of water in the vicinity
of these goldfields. What applies to this
p)articular locality applies also to Pul-
barna.

THE: COIMfSSTONER OF CROWN
LARDS (Hon. J. Forrest): Plenty of
water there.

Ma. AtMION (continuing): With
regard to the Beverley-Albany railway,
which we are told is progressing so satis-
factorily towards completion, I think we
have here great cause for congratulation.
I notice that His Excellency, referring
to this undertaking, says: " This great
work has been steadily and successfully
proceeding, and is expected to be com-
pleted early in 1889. It will unlock our
gates to the world, will accomplish many
things for us, and will be the beginning
of anew era. I fancy I see our friends at
Albany, when they read this paragraph,
congratulating themselves upon the effect
which this line is going to have upon the
future of the colony. They will now be-
gin to think that, at all events before very
long. Albany will become the metropolis'
of the colony, and that Perth will have
to take a back seat, while poor Fremantle!
will beput in the shade altogether.
They wil think that not only will Al-
bany be one of the gates of the colony,
but that it will be the most important
part of the whole country, and that the
rest will be nowhere. But I hope we
shall have other gates besides Albany
opened before long, and that the Govern-
ment of the colony will see the necessity
of giving us a gate which we can lock
occasionally at Fremantle,-& gate that
will prevent storms and heavy seas
from destroying valuable life and pro-
perty, and which will tend to promote

pteprogres and advancement of this
patof the colony, and enable us to

show the world that in addition to
Albany we have another gate to this
colony-its main portal, in fact, afford-
ing entrance, as it does, to the metro-
polis and seat of Government. I trust,
sir, this colony may be in a p)osition
before long to give Fremantle what it
should have had years ago-a harbor
worthy of the name. Those who have
spoken to the Governor's address so fax
have ignored paragraph 9, with reference1

to promised correspondence re the land-
grant railway to Eucla. I earnestly
hope that we way see reason for con-:

gratulation when these papers are laid
before us, with reference to what maniy
people in this colony have thought proper
to designate as a wild scheme; and that
we may find it will prove to be something
more than a wild scheme, a practical
scheme, and not only a practical scheme.
but one likely to be carried into effect
before many years are over. I recollect
that when another project of railway
construction in the same direction was
put forward some years ago by Sir Julius
Vogel and others, some members pooh-
poohoed it, as a visionary project; but, as
I said then, events march very rapidly in
these times-they certainly have done so
in this colony since those days, and there
is no knowing what a few years in the
future may do. It is for us to help on
these things by every possible means in
our power. The construction of this line
would bring this part of the colony to the
front. In the first plaoce it would give
communication to all that gold-bearing
country to the eastward, and it would b~e
the main line of communication between
this and the Australian colonies, and
open wide the portals of Western Auts-
tralia to the world. I think we have
also reason to congratulate ourselves
upon telegraphic communication being
likely to be completed by the end of next
year between Wyudham and Derby, and
also in a few months between Derby and
Cossack. We possibly do not grasp at
the moment the extent and importance of
this great undertaking. When this line
is finished we shall have an uninter-
rupted chain of telegraph lines from
Eucla on our southernmost boundary to
Wyndham on the extreme North; and,
so far as I am concerned, as an humble
unit of this Council, I feel proud that I
have bad something to do in assisting to
vote the money for the undertaking of
this great work. I think it will he a
great cause for congratulation when the
first through telegramn is received from
the goldfields at Kimberley, announcing
that the line of communication is com-
pleted. With regard to the further con-
tract with the Adelaide Steamship Co.
I congratulate the Government upon
having had the courage to make this
arrangement without reference to the
Legislature, although the terms of the
agreement deviate somewhat from the
recommendations of the Rouse, and also
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I believe of the Finance Committee. But
I think the Government acted wisely in
doing what they have done, and, so far as
I am concerned at the present time, I
feel I shall be justified in supporting
their action. There are, no doubt, as
stated by the hon. member for Kimberley
the other clay, indications that oar agi-
cultural and pastoral interests at the
present time are prosperous and extend-
ing; and we have to thank Providence
for that, I think, to a very great extent
-certainly we have not to thank the
Government for very much of it. I
think it is a Providential circumstance
that we have had a, good season, that we
have been blessed with beautiful rains,
right along our coast line; and I think
both the squatting and the agricultural
interests at the present time are in a satis-
factory condition. His Excellency says:-
" In the towns, and inecnmnerce there has
been a certain amount of depression."
I have alluded to this at some length,
and I do not wish to weary the House by
any further reference to it; but there
is no doubt that the "1do-nothing " policy
of the immediate past and of the present
time has much to answer for this state of
things. His Excellency adds that the de-
pression '1 has been met by the sell-denial
"and industry of the workmen, and by
"the Carefulness and confidence of
"traders and financial institutions, and
"business is stated to be on a sound
"basis." There is no doubt that the

self-denial and industry of the working
classes, aud the liberality and confidence
of traders have been taxed to the utmnost,
but, as I said before, unfortunately very
many of these working men have left
our colony; and it was always a source of
regret to me, living at Fremantle, their
port of departure, to see scores of
people, steamer after steamer, leaving
our shores, knowing as I did that the
colony had paid a. great deal to introduce
these people, and that in their departure
the revenue was bound to suiffer and
that the colony was losing most useful
members of society. It always grieved
me to the very heart to see this exodus
of what ought to be the life-blood of
the colony, and I felt that the responsi-
bility to a very great extent rested upon
our own Government. Possibly I may
be wrong in thinking so, but I cannot
help expressing my, opinion that upon the

Government must rest a great deal of
this responsibility. It is, however, un-
pleasant to be dwelling upon these things
of the past. For myself I prefer looking
to a more hopeful and brighter state of
things in the future. I agree with the
Governor that there are brighter times
in store for the colony; and let us hope
we shall have the assistance of His
Excellency and of the Government in

caryn out Mdeat§ that some of us may
thin it~ desirable to put forward in this
Council during this session-ideas which,
if followed out, I am. sure, will materially
assist in hastening on that period of
progression and prosperity which His
Excellency, together with ourselves, I am
certain, so earnestly desires.

Mxn. RICHARDSON: I do not intend
to detain the Rouse very long. Former
speakers have referred to the deficit of
£30,000 which His Excellency says we
are likely to have to meet at the end of
the year; -but, for my part, I do not
think there is anything to be alarmed
at. It is unfortunate and not pleas-
ant; and it would be much more satis-
factory if the balance had been on
the other side of the ledger. Still,
I hope none of us wil lose sight of the
fact that the country at large is not at
all in a had state, andl that this X30,000
is not an actual falling off of revenue,
but merely so much below the estimated
revenue, which was contemplated last
year but which is not at present likely to
be realised. The faling off of actual
revenue is very trifling indeed-not
worth talking about; and the real fact
asa to this deficit is that the Government
thought last year they were justified in
calculating upon certain figures, which
have not come up to their calculation.
One of these items, we, are told, is the
Customs revenue, which is expected to
show a deficit of some £14,000. This, no
doubt, is not a subject for congratulation,
because the Customs ought to be a. fair
index of our trade and commerce; but
we must bear in mnind that this falling
off in the Customs revenue is not a
falling off in the actual revenue but in
the estimated revenue. According to the
Blue Book there is an actual increase in
the revenue-X167,017 as compared with
£166,600-notwithstanding the depres-
sion and gloom we have heard so
m.uchL about; a we must rumemuber,
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also, we havc been tampering a little
with the tariff, which may have bad
something to do with the fact of
the estimated revenue not being re-
alised. We have been exerting our-
selves in the direction of fostering the
idea of Protection, and the result may be
that the estimated revenue will fall short
of our calculations,-which goes to show
that our calculations were wrong, but,
according to the Blue Book, does not go
to show that there has been any falling
off in the actual revenue. The next item
we come to is the Land revenue, which is
debited with a falling off of £25, 294. But,
here again, I would point out that this is
owing to a. falling off in land sales and not
rents. The country may be congratulated
upon the fact that the revenue from~ land
rents has increased by about.£3,000; and
the falling off in the sales was only what
could have been expected, whein it is:
borne in wind that we have framed
regulations that discourage the purchase of
land, other than on the system of deferred
payments, and that we have millions of
acres of our beet land locked up, under
our agreements with the Land Grant
Railway syndicates. I think we have a
right to expect that, when this land is
thrown open, as it will be in a short time,
not only will the land revenue resume
its sway but show a very large in-
crease. I believe, myself, that if these
lands were thrown open to the Public,
this deficit of £30,000 would be more
than made up. The only other item of
importance mn which there is a falling off
between the actual receipts and the esti-
mated receipts is the Railway Depart-
ment, which perhaps is not so bad as it
looks. I am informed by the CJornis-
sioner that the falling off is al in the
heavy goods traffic, and that the passen-
ger traffic has actually increased. The
falling off in the heavy traffic may pos-
sibly be accounted for by there being less
railway material carried over the lines.
Reverting to the item of laMd sales, I find
that the revenue from this source in 1886
amnounted to £34,274, but it must be
remembered that that was an abnormal
year as regards land sales, owing to the
Kimberley goldfields, and that of this
amount about £15,000 Was received for
town lots at Derby and Wyndham. In
the previous year the revenue from land
sales was only about £924,000 altogether,

while the revenue fromn the same source
during the first three quarters of this year
is only some £4,000 less. There we have
it in a nutshell, the reason for the falling
off in the land revenue. His Excellency
alludes in paragraph 3 of his Speech, in
rather a congratulatory tone to the fact
that our revenue for the current year is

expected o mount to nearly £9 per- head
of the population. This may or may not
be a, matte for congratulation. It may
he attributed to direct taxation, or to
other sources of revenue. I am sorry to
say that a great deal of it does come from
taxation-over £4 per head of the popu-
lation, which is larger than the per cent-

age in any of the other colonies. £ s
6.per head is I think the largest amnount

per head in any of those colonies, which
is nearly £1 per head lower than the tax-
ation here. At the same time it shows
that the people of this colony are able
to bear and to pay this taxation, and
perhaps with no very great inconvenience.
With reference to our general progress I
think, perhaps, one of the best indications
of that is to he found in the imports and
exports of a country. I am happy to say
that although there may be a little failing
off in the estimated revenue, there is no
falling off in our import and export trade.
In 1885 the value of our imports was
£R650,390; in 1887, two years afterwards,
they reached £9832,213. Our export
trade also increased considerably. In
1865 the value of our exports was
£446,690; last year the exports of the
colony reached £604,650. In these
figures we have sufficient matter for con-
gratulation. They prove incontestably
that we are not retrograding, but that we
are advancing. Therefore, although per-
haps we are rather heavily taxed, and our
expenditure is large owing to our enormous
and scattered territory, still we hrave the
best indication of our prosperity in the
ever increasing Vlume of our imports
and exports. With reference to the 4th
paragraph of the speech, I think it is a
matter of great regret that the Secretary
of State could not see his way to sanction
that little loan. I think it shows great
ignorance of the wants of the country,
and that Lord Knutsford does not give
the members of this House and the people
of the colony credit with knowing their
own business. It ought to occur to any
sensible man that we are as good judges
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of what is best for the colony in that way
as he is, and I think it is treating the
colony with scant courtesy, and does not
show any large grasp of statesmanship to
deny us that small loan. just at the
present moment, and ask us to be
satisfied with patching up our finanaces
by the issue of a paltry £50,000 by
means of Treasury bills. If it were
not for the absolute necessity of doing
something to develop our goldifields and
to provide for other necessary expendi-
ture, I should say, " Let us go on as
we are, and fight it out to the bitter end,
rather than accept this proposal of rais-
ing a paltry £50,000 in tis way." But,
unfortunately, beggarseannotbe choosers;
and, in view of the pressing necessity of
opening up these goldfields, it ma-y be
expedient on our part to take advantage
of some means for obtaining the necessary
funds. But I don't think it should be
by Treasury bills. I think the banking
institutions of the colony would come to
our assistance. l think it would be a
bad advertisement if it went forth that
we found it necessary to balance our re-
venue by the issue of Treasury bills. I
fancy the Secretary of State is really as it
were trying to crush us with the power
he has over our purse-strings, and I for
one would be in favor of a very strong
resolution being passed by this Rouse
with reference to the borrowing of this
£2200,000, and another with reference
to the constitution of the Upper House,
and cable a message home to the Secre-
tary of State, to show him that we
know our own mind in the matter. it is
a subject for very great congratulation
that the Governor is in a position to
inform us that the agricultural and pas-
tora] industries of the colony are pros-
perous and extending; for I really think,
after all, that these industries are the
backbone of the colony, and the most
important of all. So long as these pro-
gress and prosper I don't think we need
fear anything. I think myself there are
good indications that our goldfields will
be opened up and turn out well, and so
form another cause for congratulation;
but, so long as we have the two man
staple industries of the colony-that is,
the agricultural and pastoral interests-
thriving and flourishing, we shall not
have very much to fear, or to be appre-
hensive about. A glance at the Blue

Book shows that during the last year
there was an increase of nearly 20,000
acres of land brought under cultivation,
in the vicinity of our railways-an in-
crease from 86,000 acres to 105,000. I1
think we shall find-and I am sure the
Commissioner of Railways agrees with
me-that when this laud is 'brought to
bear fruit, the goods traffic on our rail-
ways will more than resume its sway.
[The Oonxmrsstowuu or RAILWAYS Hear,
hear]. We axe onl 'y just beginning to
feel the benefit of these railways yet.
People get so impatient. They expect
that as soon as a. railway goes to a, dis-
trict there should be twice as much
wheat and other produce sent down the
following year, These good people sim-
ply show their ignorance of agricultural
pursuits. It takes some considerable
time to clear fresh land and to bring it
under cultivation, and so increase the
crops; and it is absurd to expect these
results in a moment. Nobody will make
a beginning until they see some prospect
of cheap transit being provided for them,
and I believe we have reason to expect a
very large increase in the area of land
brought under cultivation during the
next two or three years. With reference
to our pastoral industry, I think that
here there is reason for even greater Con-
gratulation than as regards the agricul-
tural industry. I find that the increase
in the value of our wool-our staple pro-
duct of all-as shown by the export
returns, has been very considerable in-
deed. In the first place, the number of
our sheep has increased by 100,000, com-

paring last year with the year before.
I 1886 the number of sheep in the

colony was put down at 1,809,071,
whereas, according to the. Blue Book
for last year. the number was 1,909,940;
and the quantity of wool has inereased
aoccordingly. It rose from £248,400
in 1885 to £333,785 in 1887, and I
believe there will he a much larger
proportion of increase in 1888, for we
have news of a remarkably good season
having taken place, and of a large increase
in the yield of wool. I should not be
at all surprised to see the value of our
exported wool this year amounting to
£400,000. This development of our
pastoral industry is a subject of great
congratulation, and it indicates which of
our industries are deserving of our foster-
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ing care and attention. Another im-
portant industry that shows an increase
is the pearl shell industry. In 1885-
when, "-cording to the Blue Book returns,
pearl shells were valued at £2145 a ton,
which was a very absurd valuation, and
much too high-the value of shells
exported was £41,216, while in 1887,
when the valuation was reduced to £125
a ton, the value of the shells exported
amounted to over £108,000. I think
that is another subject for congratulation.
Another thing we have to bear in mind
in connection with the value of our im-
ports and exports is the fact that we have
to catch up and overtake the decrease that
has taken place of late years in our
timber trade. In 1885 the value of this
export was £67,850, whereas in 1887, 1
am sorry to say, it was reduced to
£28 ,384. But there is this gleam of
satisfaction in this matter: if we have
not exported our timber, we have got it
in our forests. As the little boy says,
you can't have your cake and eat it. In
this respect we have got our timber, and
let us hope that there will soon be a
demand for it. This falling off in this
particular item of export is simpiy because
we have not had the orders for our jarrab,
owing possibly to the depression in other
countries and their inability to prosecute
extensive public works. It is not an
indication of a falling off in our own
prosperity. The jarrab is there,man o
doubt the demand for it will increase in
future years. I wish to say a, few words
next in reference to our goldifields. It
seems to be a much debated question
whether the recent proclamation of the
Yilgarn goldfields was a wise measure or
not. Like every other question it has
two sides. It will make those who are
simply hanging on, waiting upon the
industry and enterprise of others, to
make a move. On the other hand the
Government must bear in mind that
having recognised the necessity of gi vig
due protection to the bona fide owners,
who have been expending money in en-
deaoigt delo the fids, they must

beprepare d to gve th m ha pr eci n

ad Ihope thee peopewl eev vr
consIeratio a t the bands of the Gov-

ernment, and that the authorities will
make a most marked distinction between
those who having protection areas have
spent their time and their capital in

testing them, and those who have simply
been hanging back, waiting for the result
of the labors of others. I think it is a
cause for much regret that the Govern-
menit did not see fit to get some thoroughly
reliable report upon the value of the
gold discoveries at Pilbarra. We have
there, it appears, the only alluvial field
in the colony-Kimberley as an alluvial
field appears to be rather exhausted--and
we have apparently better indications at
Pilbarra than we had at Kimberley. I
think it is a great pity that the Govern-
ment Geologist has not been instructed
to visit and report upon these goldfields;
it shows a want of foresight on the part
of the Government, and I hope, if possi-
ble, Mr. Woodward will be sent up to
Pilbarra at once, to give us a full, re-
liable, and comprehensive report as to
the value and extent of these goldields.
These alluvial deposits may extend for
miles and miles, and the Government
Geologist ought to be the best man to
give us a report; and I hope even
now, before it is too late, he may yet
be despatched up there with all possi-
ble speed, and that the Government will
make all necessary inquiries as to the
supply of water there, and take whatever
steps they may deem advisable for that
-purpose. I have endeavored to point out
the bright side of the picture in these
matters, but I do not see any cause for
alarm at the financial condition of the
colony. The deficit is merely temporary,
and if we read between the lines, and
underneath the surface, I think we shall
find eve-y cause for congratulation as to
our progress and prosperity, and, for my
part, I see no cause for needless fear or
alairm.

subec congERatut noctnly t
a Mabec PfcoEratut bet cetnly t
this House but to the colony at large, to
find the Government and the Governor
take a so much brighter view of matters
generally and of the position of the
colony, than they did in the session of
July, 1887. We know that the ques-
tion of the finances is one which every
country must pay particular attention
to. By means of our finances we can
gauge pretty well whether the country
is progressing or not, and I think it is a
matter for congratulation to us to find
that notwithstanding the fact that we
have passed through a period of very
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severe depression, our finances are not in
nearly so unsatisfactory a state as one
would have imagined. We know that
not only h as Western Australia passed
through this period of depression; it has
also affected the other Australian colonies,
and we know that those colonies have had
to face, some of them very large deficien-
cies in their revenues, and their expendi-
ture had to be met by means of loans, or
by borrowing money from financial insti-
tutions. When we look around us and
see the large number of public works we
have to maintain, the immense territory
that has to be governed, the telegraph
stations and post offices scattered all over
the country, the extent of oux railways,
the steam services we have to subsidise,
the police protection we have to pro-
vide over our scattered territory, and
the cost of administration in an ex-
tensive colony like this-when we bear
in mind all the demands that are neces-
sarily made upon the public purse, I
think it is not a matter of wonder, but
a matter for congratulation, that with

orsall population we have been able
towmeet al these demands, and that we
have passed through this period of de-
pression with such little loss. We know
also that it is a recognised axiom of poli-
tical economy that if a country has been
mn the habit of spending borrowed money
to a large extent, 'and that expenditure
suddenly ceases, there is bound to be a
reaction, as has, unfortunately, been our
case. When we bear in mind that we
are at present only a Crown colony, and
that the Home Government has for years
shown a great interest in our affairs, and
exercised a paternal care over us, not
always allowing us to do as we wished,
-when we look back to a time gone by
when the Home authorities took a very
much stronger interest, an embarrassing
interest, in our affairs, and exercised a
very much greater controlling power over
us than they have even done in later
years,-I think we ought to feel ourselves
fortunate that we have done so well as
we have done under our present constitu-
tion. I do not think if we had had the
present Secretary of State in office we
should have been allowed to have taken
matters so much in our own hands as we
have during the years previous to his en-
tering upon office. We find that in mat-
ters pertaining to this colony now, the pre-

sent Secretary of State really takes a posi-
tively mischievous interest in our welfare.
We And this is particularly the case with
regard to the subject of our new Con-
stitution. When first this subject was
1brought forward last year, we sent cer-
tain resolutions to the Secretary of State,
and he replied to them, suggesting
among other things that there would be
no necessity to have more than one
Chamber. In answer to that we passed
another resolution, I think almost unani-
mously-there was no division, and we
may take it that practically it was passed
unanimously-to the effect that we de-
sired to have two Chambers, and that the
second, or Upper House, should be elected.
One would have thought that as the Secre-
tary of State imagined a second Chamber
would be useless, and that there was
really no occasion in his opinion for
more than one, he would have said at
once, when he saw that resolution of the
House: "These people want a second
" Chamber, and they can have it if they
"like, and a second Chamber such as
"they want." But what do we findI
now' The Secretary of State completely
turns round and says: "You can have a
second Chamber, but not the second
Chamber you wish for; you must have a
nominated Upper House or none at all."
Really it is a most embarrassing and
mischievous interest that the Secretary
of State manifests in our interest at the
present time; and I feel, myself, that it
is a matter for great congratulation to
this colony that Lord Knutsford came
into office so late in the day, and that we
shall soon be out of his power, and take
upon ourselves the management of our
own affairs, without this mischievous
interference, and enter upon that era of
prosperity and bold policy shadowed
forth by the hon. member for Fremantle.
For myself, I say it is a matter of satis-
faction that we are soon to get rid of this
embarrassing interference of the Secre-
tary of State in our local affairs. On
looking at the quarterly returns of
revenue and expenditure published in
the Government Gazette yesterday, I am
happy to see that during the last quarter
the public revenue compared with the
corresponding quarter of 1887 shows
most satisfactorily. Although there is an
apparent falling off of about £5,000 I
notice that it is chiefly made up of the
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interest we have been receiving from bor-
rowed money deposited with the banks,and
this money having been withdrawn and
exp~ended, the interest of course has been
lost. The difference in the revenue for
the two corresponding quarters is chiefly
made up from this item and from special
receipts, which do not at all represent the
ordinary revenue of the colony. It will
be observed that the Customs revenue
last quarter almost equals the Customs
revenue for the corresponding quarter of
1887, while the land revenue for last
quarter is considerably in excess of the
territorial revenue for the same quarter
in 1887. So also as regards the item of
stamp duties and other sources of income,
they are in excess of tho revenue received
from the same items during the corres-
ponding quarter last year. So that I ami
happy to oliserve the genaeral revenue
shows no sign of falling off, notwithstand-
ing the period of depression which the
colony has undergone. I have not the
slightest doubt myself that if we put our
shoulders to the wheel, and do our ut-

most to promote not only the agricultural
and pastoral interests, but also to open
up and develop the goldfields which we
undoubtedly possess, we shall ere long
under another constitution, find our
revenue largely exceeding our highest
present anticipations. This question
of the Constitution I do not think
is one it Would he well for me to
speak further on at present. We shall
shortly have the bill before us, and
we shall no doubt have ample opportuni-
ties for discussing it in all its bearings.
We need not fear any sudden proroga-
tion, we shall have plenty of time to dis-
cuss the subject hereafter; and I trust if
we do arrive at an agreement with re-
gard to the bill, the whole question will
then be remitted to the country, and let
the country finally decide, firstly, the

in question whether we shall have
Responsible Government or not, and,
secondly, the form it shall take; for I
think that up to the present time this sub-
ject has never been directly before the
country at large, at any general elec-
tion; mid I cannot help thinking, my-
self, that it is a duty which the Govern-
ment owes to the people that they should
refer the whole question back for the
final decision of the voters of the colony.
I have not the slightest doubt, myself,

what that decision will be. I do not fear
the resualt; I only look upon it from a
constitutional point of view as the proper
course to take. Mention is made in His
Excellency's speech of the approaching
completion of the Beverley-Albany rail-
way, and the colony is to be congratulated
upon the fact . It certainly is, for a coun-
try possessing only 42,000 sodls, a, gigan-
tic work to have been undertaken, -and
brought as it has been, successfully to
almost a conclusion. If we compare
the number of our population with the
million population of Victoria, we shall
find 'that this railway, 242 miles long, is
equivalent to something like 6,000 miles
of railway in the neighboring colony,-in
proportion to the respective population
of the two colonies. Looked at in that
light it certainly is a gigantic under-
taking. It is still more so when we bear
in mind that, with our small population
of 42,000, we also possess some 200 miles
of Government railways. The nmagni-
tude of the work is also further increased
when we remember that we have under-
taken a, line of telegraph, which, when
completed, will connect. the town of
Wyndha~m, on our Northi-easternm oat
point, with our extreme South-Western
boudary at Eucla, a distance of, I
think Imay say, thousands of miles.
I think no other community in the
world, possessing such a small popu-
lation, can boast of such gigantic -un-
der-takings successfully cardied out. Cer-
tainly it speaks well for the energy of
the people of this colony. This Beverley-
Albany railway will, I trust, give all
the benefits and advantages to the colony
which His Excellency anticipates it will.
It will no doubt greatly improve and
enhance the importance of the town of
Albany. But Itrust with the hon. mem-
ber on my left (Mr. Marmion) that Fre-
mantle will always. remain the principal
commercial port of the colony, and I feel
sure it will be the earnest endeavor of
the new Parliament, at the first posisible
opportunity, to make that harbor at
Fremantle which is so absolutely neces-
sary in the interests of this portion of the
colony, and in the interests I may say
not only of this portion of the colony
but also the interests of all parts of the
colony. I do not think, myself, that my
hon. friend the member for Fremantle, if
he stops a few more years in the House,
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will have any cause to regret the action
of the then representatives of the peopl, c
and of the Ministry of the day. The
hon. member for the North has pointed
out that the agricultural industry has
greatly progressed during the past year;
he has told us that the area under culti-
vation has increased from 80,000 acres to
100,000. The fact, of itself, that some 20,
000 acres additional area. has been placed
under cultivation does not appear an en-
ormous progress to make, but when we
look at the further fact that it represents
an addition of one-fifth of the quantity of
land previously under cultivation, we
must amt that it is a great stride to
mnake in one year, and I firmly believe
that the statistics for 1888 will show that
the colony has made a still greater stride
in agricultural extension. I think we all
recognise-it has been discussed in this
House over and over again-that our
first duty to this colony is to obtain a
population that will settle upon the land
aud cultivate it-not a migratory popula-
tion to work on railway construction or
occasional public works of that kind, but
a population that will settle upon the
soil and become producers as well as
consumers; and, when I looked at the
Blue Book for last year, no statistics
there afforded me greater satisfaction
than the agricultural statistics showing
this large increase in the acreage under
cultivation. With regard to the pastoral
industry, the hon. member for the North
has placed the position of affairs so
clearly before the House that it must be
regarded by everyone as a source of the
greatest satisfaction. Although the hion.
member for Fnimantle has pointed out
that the Government have nothing to do
with the seasons, and cannot take any cred-
it for the weather-and I fear the same
remark will apply to any future form of
Government-still it must be a matter for
sincere congratulation that there are so

many indications of returning prosperity
for the agricultural and pastoral indus-
tries. Perhaps it is a good thing that
Governments have no influence upon the
weather, and cannot regulate Or interfere
with the seasons. No Minister who had
the misfortune to be entrusted with the
control of the seasons would be likely to
remain in power long, for I ama sure he
could never hope to please everybody.
But I think we should feel grateful that

the country at large is enjoying at the
present time a good season for agricultu-
ral and pastoral pursuits, and that the
outlook is so encouraging. I don't sup-
pose if we were to inquire of the country
settlers themselves we should bear as a
rule that the prospects for next summer
for the pastoralist are quite so good as
we would wish, but I trust that during
the next few months we shall have those
beneficial rains so necessary for the com-
plete success of the pastoral industry as
well as of the agricultural industry, and
that we may be able to look back upon
the season of 1888 as one of the brightest
in the history of the colony, as a year
that not only was favored with pros-
perous seasons for the agriculturist
and the pastoralist, but also as the year
in which was instituted that new form of
Government which I feel sure will lead
to the immediate prosperity and welfare
of the colony.

MR. HENSMAN: I observe that in
the first paragraph of the Governor's
speech he expresses a hope that Providence
will assist us. This reminds one rather
of the old fable of Xsop about Hercules
and the Waggoner: when the waggoner
found his vehicle in the mud he called
upon Hercules to assist in getting it out;
but that god or divinity replied it would
be much better for the waggoner to put
his own shoulders to the wheel. I hope
we shall all put our shoulders to the
wheel, and that we shall get rid as soon
as possible of this old-fashioned cumbrous
vehicle, the present Government. It ap-
pears that the Governor expects that at
the end of this year there will be a deficit
of about £230,000. It is not the first
time I have had occasion to suggest to
this House that it has often been said by
political economists that one of the tests
-although a rough test-of good govern-
ment is the state of the finances; and, if
we are to judge the present Government
by that test, we shall find that they ame
certainly not very well fulfilling their
duty. I think I remember hearing it
said, not so very long ago, about four
or five years ago, that it was the inten-
tion of the Government or the Gov-
ernor-I put them both together, for
I don't know which is which exactly, I
understand that one means the other-
that there should always be a "nest
egg," or a balance in the Chest of
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£30,000; and it is very odd it should
turn out now that that is the sum which
will be out of the chest at the cud of this
year. Now, it seems that the Governor
has asked permission for this colony to
raise a loau of £200,000. 'The course
that has been taken by the Governor as
regards this loan question is rather pecu-
liar; because, if my recollection serves
me right, it is not very long ago that the
Governor opposed any loan at all; and I
remember-in fact, we all remember-
that last session the representatives of the
people were most anxious to carry out a
great and useful public work, a railway,
from here to the South, which would
have really pledged this colony to very
little responsibility, at all events for some
years, and there was a strong and almost
unanimous expression of opinion that the
work ought to be carried out-but the
Governor opposed it, and objected to ay
loan. It then appears that, within a few
weeks of that time, the Governor wrote
to the Secretary of State requesting per-
mission to raise a loan of £200,000.
That may be policy; but, if so, it is a
policy that I for one am quite unable to
understand. It may be consistent,
according to the ideas of the Governor or
of the Government of what is consistent;
but it appears to me a vegy sudden
change, and that it is very like going
from pillar to post; and I must say I
rather syinpathise-if it is possible for
one to do so-with the position of the
Governor in this respect, that, much that
he seems to advocate, the Secretaqy of
State seems to treat without ay con-
sideration at all. I think if we want
anything from the Secretary of State we
had better now get some other advocate
to advocate our views. I think a change
in this respect would probably be for the
better. Now we come, and very quickly-
in this speech, to the question of the
proposed important change in the con-
stitution of the colony; and I was glad
to hear the hon. member on my right,
the member for Busselton, saying that
this question is not for the final decision
of this Council, but for the decision of
the country. The Governor himself said
some time ago, in one of his messages or
despatches-I forget exactly in what
document it appeared-that it was pro-
posed that the Draft Bill should be first
put before this House, and that after it

passed a certain stage (I think the second
reading was mentioned) this Council
would be dissolved, and the whole matter
would go to the country. Therefore, we
are in this position: this House-although
not without some difference of opinion-
having affirmed the main principles upon
which it desired Responsible Government,
is again asked to discuss this matter, on
a Bill. It seems to me we shall be very
much in the position of a debating society.
We cannot decide the question this
sessiou, however much we may discuss it.
If any attempt were made to make that
Bill an Act, and to send it home for the
assent of Her Majesty or the approval
of the House of Comons, the colony
'would resent it. No one would pay any
respect to an Act passed under this
Constitution by this Council; we must,
as the hon. member for Busselton has
reminded the House, first take the opinion
of the country directly upon this import-
ant point. This House has been in
existence for several years, and the
question of Responsible Government has
advanced with such rapidity to the front
that it stands in an entirely different
position from what it did when this Rouse
was elected. I do not propose to go into
any detail whatever on this matter,
further than to refer shortly to the
despatch to which the Governor alludes
in his speech. It appears there that the
Secretary of State says: " Her Majesty's
" Government do not, however, desire to
" preclude the Council from altering any
"details in the Bill, so long as the
"main pninciples are maintained, especi-
"ally the nominated Council, the divi-
"sion of the colony for the purposes
"of land regulations, and the pro-
"tection of the native inhabitants of
"the colony." It therefore appears that

the Secretary says this (in effect) : "I
shall not oppose Responsible Govern-
ment, but on these main points "-upon
every one of which this House has ex-
pressed an opinion, and, taken altogether,
although there was some difference of
opinion on some of them, a nearly unani-
mous opinion-" you must not have what
you want." That is virtually what the
Secretary of State says. Now, sir, it
appears to me that this is an attempt to
place this House and the people of this
colony in a false position. I have heard
it said lately that the matter which we
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now desire is a. privilege. I do not assent
to that for one moment; I say it is a
right. It is the right of all Englishmen,
whenever they find themselves in suffi-
cient numbers in a colony to manage
their own affairs, to do so. Further-
more, there is an Act of the Imperial
Parliament relating to the Australian
colonies which distinctly gives the power
to any of the Legislative Assemblies or
Councils of those colonies to introduce
Responsible Government, provided they
have two Chambers. It is true that the
measure must lie on the table of the
House of Commons for thirty days; but,
up to now, the other colonies have
obtained their Constitutions without any
opposition. It seems, however, that
when it comes to Western Australia, a,
determined stand is to be made, unless
we accept the terms which the present
Secretary of State thinks fit to impose
upon us. With regard to the question of
nomination and a Second Chamber, it is
a matter of some satisfaction to myself
to feel this: that when the Secretary of
State suggested that one Chamber would
be sufficient nothing was said about the
nomination of any, members to that
Chamber. The hon. member who last
spoke says it may be considered that this
House was unanimous in its desire to
have two Chambers. He mast have for-
gotten that several 'memnbers spoke
strongly- to the contrary. Certainly there
was no division taken; but there was a
strong expression of opinion in favor of a
single chamber on the part of more than
one hon. member. The hon. member for
Fremantle (Mr. Marmion) was one of
those who put forward, as it appeared to
me, some very cogent arguments in favor
of a single chamber. I have heard
lately that he has changed his opinions.
I prefer the reasons which he gave this
HFouse to the Statement simpl-y, without
any argument whatever, that the bon.
member has changed his opinions. He
may have valid reasons for changing his
opinion, but he has not given them
to the public. Probably we shall hear
them at some future time-uless he
changes his opinion again- I quite
admire the way he treats political sub-
jects: he always reserves to himself the
right to modify his views-except as
regards the Fremantle harbor, and even
there he was content that a, considerable

portion of the loan money should be
devoted to another purpose; but with
the exception of that question, ad with
that limitation, I don't know a single
public question with regard to which he
does not always keep himself open to
Change. his opinion.

Mn. MARMION: I can tell the hon.
member one thing as to which he never
changes his mind.

Mm. RENSMAN: I don't know to
what the hon. member refers.

Ma. MARNION: Would the hon.
gentleman like to be told ?

MR. HEN SMAN: No, not now, be-
cause probably it would be something
foolish and not germane to the question.

Ma. MARMION: Not at all foolish.
Mn. HENSMAN: This I may say, I

amn always glad to support opinions upon
which I have once formed my mind. I
don't rise to speak upon questions, as a
rule, until I have given them some con-
sideration, and, when I have done so, it
requires a great deal to alter my views.
He and myself and another member were
in favor of a single Chamber; and, in
spite of the vote of this Rouse on that
occasion-looking, as I do, to the good
sense and reason which I believe there is
in having all your members, whether
elected or. nominated, or both (in what.
ever way you get them)-believing as I
do that it is desirable, and sensible, and
simple, they should sit together and
discuss their views, in one Chamber, as
we have done ever since 1870, in this
Chamber-believing that, and knowing
there are a great mnany people outside
who are in favor of that simple course-
I do not yet give up the hope that when
the colony is appealed to, the colony will
pronounce in favor of one Chamber.
If it does not, I shall accept it with
perfect good humour and frankness, and
I shall endeavor in the future to work,
as I hope I have in the past, for the good
of the colony whether I agree with friends
on my right or on my left in matters of
this kind. With regard to this question
of whether, if we have two Chambers,
the Upper House should be nominated
or not, I do hope we shall not hear any
of those-I was going to say chicken-
hearted views, which seem to be flying
about, on this subject. We have waited
so long that surely we can afford to take
our stand boldly upon our convictions, and

28 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. C OCT. 12



PARIAMENTARY DEBATES. 2

say we won't be forced into a nominated
Upper House, if we do not wish it. We
can put our views forward again and
again if necessary, and insist upon it; and
when it comes to a controversy between
two parties, the stronger party wrnl pre-
vail in the end, and I submit that this
colony is the stronger party in this mat-
ter. This colony has the power to have
Responsible Government upon its own
terms, not only because of the force of
public opinion, which will never allow a
puIbc question to be forced upon & free
people to which they are averse, but be-
cause it is also within our rights. There
is another point upon which I hope the
colony will stand firm, and that is in in-
sisting that this clause in the Bill requir-
ing certain qualifications. from members
shall be done away with. We find that
in England, for the House of Commons,
no qualification is required for members
there. Let us take all the care -we can
to get members to fully represent the
country, and every interest in the coun-
try; but, if the voters are in favor of a
particular man, I submit it is ridiculous
to say that that man shall first satisfy
somebody that he has a certain amount
of property before he can take his seat
in this House. With regard to the
question to which the Secretary of State
attaches so much importance- taking
away the management of the aboriginal
natives of the colony from the Legis-
lature of the colony, I have heard it
said this is a mere miatter of sentiment.
I do not agree with that at all. If I
thought that the future Legislature of
this colony would deal unfairly with
the natives, I should be ashamed to
be a member of it. It appears to me
that if the Legislature is competent to
deal with the property, and the lives
even, and to make laws affecting the lives
and liberties of the white population, it is
equally competent to do so with regard
to the aboriginal natives; and I feel
this: even supposing that at any time
there were a majority of members in this
Rfouse-or in both Houses, supposing
there are two-and a. Ministry of the day
who desired to do anything unfair to the
aboriginal natives, I believe that the
good feeling, and that sense of humanity
which prevails throughout the colony,
would interfere, and bring such pressure
to bear upon the Legislature that they

would not attempt to do anything of the
kind. It is said to be a matter of senti-
ment. It may be only a matter of senti-
ment when a main is horse-whipped, or
has his nose pulled, or is subjected to
other indignities; but I think it is a
question that affects, in the future, the
dignity of the Legislature of this colony
that we alone , of all the Legislatures of
Australia, should have the control of the
aboriginal natives taken out of our hands.
I can never forget, sir, that it was the
Governor of this colony who made this
suggestion to the Secretary of State.
With regard to this Bill that is to be
brought before us, there is one other
point I will allude to, and that is the
schedule which deals with the pensions of
retiring officers; and I will describe that
schedule in one word-I look upon it as
simply grotesque. I have stated more
than once that this House has certain
powers of seeing that it gets whait it de-
sires, and I would again remind the Rouse
that if we do really mean to carry out our
views, we still have that power which has
been used again and again in England
and in other countries having constitution-
al Government-the power of the purse;
and we cani determine that we won't vote
the supplies for the present Government
to be carried on unless we have our just
way in the matter; and. I am prepared to
join with members if they will only adopt
that proper and constitutional and sen-
sible course. If my views are assented to,
we will not be dictated to, in matters in
which we think we are in the right, and
we think that someone else is for the time
being trying to get the better of us.
With regard to the paragraph in the
Speech relating to the railway from here
to Alay, I quite agree that it is a very

prdgiou work for this colony. I
do -not wish to say a word to take
away from the greatness of that .under-
taking for a population of this num-
ber. But we must remember that this
railway has been paid for in land,
and that, although we are a very small
population, we inhabit a very large ter-
ritory, and that if we had to pay for this
railway in money I am afraid we should
not have had it. Sir, I pass now from
matters grave to lighter topics, and I
observe that the hon. the Attorney-
General smiles. I hope, air, that in the
course of this session we shal hear maorq
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than we have hitherto done of the views
of the learned Attorney-General on the
various matters of legislation that are
brought before the House. Candidly, I
don't think that he quite does himself
justice. No member of the House speaks
more frequently than he does, and yet his
words, although musical and sonorous,
are somewhat monotonous. By the time
they reach this side of the House they
sound like "Hear, hear," or " Yah, yah"
-1 hardly know what they sound like;
but I do hope that while this session pro-
gresses, the learned Attorney-General
will, out of regard to members on this
side of the House and the country gener-
ally, lput his ideas, with which he is over-
flowing, into intelligible English, and so
give the Oouncil th benefit of them. I'
have no intention of making a longer
speech than I have done. I will now
merely say, with regard to the future
of this colony-as to which the Gov-
ernor in his Speech says he thinks
we will join -with him in feeling con-
fidence-I1 think there is no one here
that does not heartily agree with that
sentiment. We must remember that if
we get unduly excited at the mention of
a goldfield here and a goldfield there and
fancy our fortunes are made, we are
bound to have corresponding fits of de-
pression. Nothing that is violent can be
said to be lasting; and if carried away
by the excitement of the moment, we
think our fortunes are made, and we pro-
ceed incontinently to kill our goose with
the golden eggs, we must not forget that
we leave ourselves open to feelings of dis-
appoxintment hereafter. Although I may
say I believe that this colony has a great
future before it, and, from all we can
hear, it is a country with great mineral
wealth; at the same time, if that mineral
wealth shoiild not turn out so rich as we
expect and hope it will, there is still no
reason that this should not be a pros-
Iporous and a great Country. We have
over this large territory considerable
tracts of good land, and, even where
the land is not good, such is the beauty
of the climate, apparently, that even the
very sand, with a little water, seems
capalble of goigamost anything.

I dohop tht noafter a period of
depression, we have reached a time when
we can all look confidently forward
to a great future for this colony, and

that before many years are over it will
be the home of perhaps hundreds of
thousands of prosperous families. At
the same time, sir, we shall never, I
think, be fully happy until we know-
and I trust it will be within a speedy
time-that we are entirely managing our
own affairs. But in hastening to do that,
I hope that when we come to frame a
Constitution we shall not do so hurriedly.
We have waited a long time for it, and I
hope we shall take care to frame it upon
such sound and good lines that it will
last over many years, without alteration.
I trust, too, we shall stand firm upon
those fundamental points as to which we
have made up our minds, and show
clearly to the Secretary of State we are
determined to have such a Constitution
as we who might to know best is suitable
for the colony, and, that until we get
that, we are determined in every way we
can-every constitutional and proper
method-to resist any efforts made to
force upon us a constitution which we
do not desire..

MRt. SCOTT: I anm not going to detain
the House very long, but I should like to
say a few words with regard to that por-
tion of the Speech in which the Governor
refers to the advocacy of a new loan. I
must say I agree to a large extent with
the bon. member for Greenough on this
subject; it appears to me that we are
driven about from pillar to post. His
Excellency right up to the prorogation of
last session, seemed most determiined to
oppose the granting of a new loan, and
not only opposed it, but put it to the
Secretary of State whether it was ad-
visable in our present position that we
should have a, loan. It does not seem to
me that our position in this respect has
unproved in any way since then, and I
do not quite see upon what ground His
Excellency turned round, and ask-ed the
Secretary of State to let us have this
loan. It must have been only a very few
weeks after the prorogation that His Ex-
cellency found it advisable to advocate
this loan. I do not blame him for
changing his views; I rather admire I
may say his pluck in doing so, and in
having the courage of his opinion, if he
thought lie was right. I am not like the
hon. member for Greenough in that
respect: I think a man is at liberty, and
has a perfect right, to change his opinions.
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if, upon mature consideration be deems
it proper to do so: at the same time I like
to see the grounds upon which officials
occupying any responsible position, such
as His Excellency does, do change their
opinions, and I think it would have been
better if the Governor in his speech had
given us the reasons why he put forward
this loan, after opposing any loan last
session. [The COLONAL SECRIETARY :
You have his despatches.] I have seen
no particular ground or reason there why
he changed his opinion. There are nae
grounds there that did not exist months.

-ago. As to the refusal of the Secretary
of State to grant this loan I must, on the
ground I have stated, say that the re-
sponsibility of the refusal rests upon His
Excellency, and that is to my mind a
serious responsibility. I agree with what
has fallen from the mover of the address
that it will be better for the credit of the
colony that we should decline to have
anything to do with the raising of
£50,000 in the manner suggested by the
Secretary of State for our consideration.
It is very strange to me if the success and
prosperity of this colony depends upon
our issuing Treasury bills for £50,000.
I think it is too paltry a proposal alto-
gether for the colony mn its present cir-
cumstances to entertain. Ever since I
have been a member of this Rouse, I
have been one who has taken very bright
views of the future of the colony, and
what has been termed a period of depres-
siont has alvays appeared to me merely a
period of increasing responsibility, owing
to our efforts in opening up new resources.
I believe that last session I drew attention
to the fact that one could not expect
these new responsibilities that we had
entered upon in the shape of public works
to bring ns in a return at once. It
would he a most exctraordinary thing if
these railways and other works should
begin to pay their way as soon as they
are constructed. We cannot expect our
experiences in these matters to be differ-
ent from the experience of other coun-
tries. As a rule, years must elapse
before railways and other works in a new
country like this become remunerative.
When we come to consider, as has bee
pointed out to wue by the hon. mneimber
for Gascoyne, that over 87 per eent. of
the whole amount of our loans has been
spent in railway and telegraph construe-

tion, it is not ,to be wondered at that we
have not yet begun to feel the result of
this expenditure. In this respect, we
have spent a much larger proportion of
our borrowed funds upon such works of
utility than any of the other colonies.
In Victoria I find that the proportion is
77 per cent., in New South Wales, 77;
Queensland, 66; South Australia, 63;
Tasmania, 44; and New Zealand, 54.
In this colony, as I have already said,
the proportion is 88 per cent, which
only left us 12 per cent. for other pub-
lic works. No doubt, hereafter, we
shall feel the benefit of this expendi-
ture, for the time will come, and I hope
it is not far distant, when our railways
will give us some good results. Of course,
while this borrowed money was being
spent the colony felt the benefit of it;
and we must expect that if there is a,
sudden stoppage of such expenditure
there will be depression, and, if stopped
absolutely, something more than depres-
sion-a period almost of disaster. The
Governor, when opposed to a further
loan, said that this period of depression
must be allowed to 'work out its own
cure; I disagreed with His Excellency
then, and I diagree with the Secretary
of State that because we are on the verge
of a change in the constitution we should
have no further loan, but remiain at a
standstill. I do not believe in having
this loan question held over our heads as
a kind of threat, to force us into sub-
mission, as to the terms offered by the
Secretary of State. I mufst say that I
agree with the hon. member for Green-
ough on this point that we ought
to remain firm; and, with regard to
matters of principle involved in the
Bill I for one shall adhere to what
I have already supported and voted for,
and I shall adhere, in particnlar, to the
principle, the im'portant principle I con-
sider, of an elected Upper House. We
shall of course have other opportunities
of addressing ourselves to this question
later on; but, for my own part, I shall
not he one to tamely accept the dictum
or the fiat of the Secretary of State. I
cannot but think that this proposal as to
a nominated Upper House has been sug-
gested to him by others. The Secretary
of State must admit-and I cannot but
think he would admit- that if this
House adheres to the principle of an
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elected Upper House, and if the country late years a growing practice of having
adheres to it when the question comes to a protracted debate upon the Address-in-
be referred to it, as it must,-I cannot Reply. I am not sure but that it has its
but think that the Secretary of State must advantages-though I doubt its utility
aimit our claim, and that we shall get under the present form of Governmenut.
what we wish in that particular. When But it helps to give the House a general
we come to 'other points of difference, knowledge of the individual opinions of
such as the native question, I think it is hon. members upon the various questions
very strange that the Legislature of this that are likely to occupy their attention
colony should be picked out from the in the course of the session, inasmuch as
rest as the only Legislature in the world, the Speech itself places generally before
having constitutional Government, as dile Council what is the programme, or at
being uinfit and unworthy-for that is all events a skeleton programme of the
what it comes to-to have the control of work it is proposed to submit for its con-
the native population. Sir, there is one sideration. Iun this particular speech, the
point in His Excellency's speech which two main points to which attention is
refers to a miatter that I shall anxiously drawn, namely the necessity for a serious
look forward to: I allude to the papers consideration of the financial position of
we axe promised respecting an Imperial the colony, and. ani equally serious consid-
scheme of emigration, including some eration of the subject of a change in the
important proposals which ies Excel- constitution, have been referred to by
lency says he has made on behalf of most of the speakers who have taken
this colony. To my mind the success part in the debate; and we find a
of these land grant railways which we general harmony of opinion, I think, upon
are having constructed will depend main- those two matters,-excepting, perhaps in
ly upon the amnount of population that the case of the hon. member for Green-
are going to be settled upon the soil. I ough, who, always, like the typical bull
must say I have been very much disap- at the sight of a red rag, gets into a state
pointed -with the results of the scheme of of frenzy, and exercises his wrath in in-
imunigration that has been carried on by veighing against any proposal put for-
the Government of this colony so far. I ward by the Government, and against
have commented upon it before, and very akll the actions of the Governor. With
likely shall have occasion to do so again, the exception of this hon. gentleman,
I do think we want some better guar- those who have spoken have generally
antee than -we have now that the emni- expressed their satisfaction with the pro-
grants who are sent out here are of the gram-ne put before them. With regard to
kind that we require at the time they are the Constitution Bill itself, the bill I hope
sent out-not immigrants for whom we will, within the next week or so, be laid
can- find no employment, or immigrants on the table of the House for consider-
who are physically incapable of following ation. I am not aware that it is uecessary,
any employment. I do not know that I as regards the programme sketched out
need prolong my, remnarks with regard to in His BEellency's speech, that I should
His Excellency's speech any further, en- dilate upon the various proposals now:-
cept to express a hope that, as soon as they will be dealt with singly hereafter,
the Constitution B3ill has been discussed, and no doubt hon. members will have
we shall be sent to the country, and that every opportunity, as has been suggested,
the coiuntry will speedily send back to of listening to the opinion on many mat-
the new House representatives who are ters of my hon. and learned friend on my
determined to carry out the wishes of the right, more especially so with regard to
people as regards the lines upon which the! the Constitution Bil, which now will be
colony ought to accept this change in the brought forward in a definite form, so far
constitution, for it seems to me that until as the present Council is concerned.
we do get a change -we shall never be able Hitherto, bon. memnbers are aware, the
to do anything towards the proper develop- occupants of the Government bench
mnent of those very important resources have refrained from taking any part
that are now awaiting development, in the debates upon this subject, cen-

TRE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron. sidering - and rightly so, I think-
Sir MW. ]Fraser): Sir, I have noticedl of that the subject in its then stage,
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was one whih ought to be settled by
the elected and nominated members of
the House. That stage has now been
passed; the question of adopting a change
in the constitution, has been settled; and
a bill to establish that constitution is
about to be brought forward, in a definite
form; and hon. 'members will find that
those of us who sit here will be prepared,
I am quite sure, to express their views
upon it, and to give every assistance to
pass it in such a form as the Government
may agree it is desirable. With regard
to the Address-in-Reply, I am not aware
whether any other member intends to
address the Rouse, hut I wish to draw
attention to thefact that the address is
now in print, among the Minutes of the
Proceedings, and I presume therefore
there will be no necessity as on former
occasions to appoint a committee to
prepare an address, the Address being
now practically before the House. On
this point, sir, I should like to have your
ruling, for the guidance of the mover of
the Address, who perhaps will be rather
in doubt as to how we are now to proceed.

TreE SPEAKER: The fact of an
Address appearing in print does not
preclude the necessity of appointing a
committee. They may adopt this draft
address, or draw up a fresh one, as they
like.

Tnm COMMIISSIOKER OF CROWN
LANDITS (Hon. 3. Forrest): I did not
intend to have risen to address the House
at all on this occasion, but after the re-
marks that have fallen from one or two
hon. members I intend to say a, few
words. First of all, with reference to
what tell from the hon. member for Fre-
mantle, who, I think, got up in a very
had frame of mind, and dissatisfied with
everyone, especially the Government.
The Government had done no good at
all; they had shown no public spirit, and
had done all they could to retard the
progress of the colony-that was the
burden of the hon. member's speech-
He even went so far as to say that the
sole object of the Government was to
preserve official salaries intact; I think
the hon. member's words were that every-
thing else might give way to the prevail-
ing depression, hut that official salaries
must not be touched. I have sat here for
many years, and I think that is a most
unfair statement. No one, I think, can

show, by reference to statistics, that tbe
Government during the last half-a-dozen
years have made any attempt to increase
the salaries of officials. The instances in
which salaries have been raised at all
have been very few indeed, and I am
surprised that a man in the position of
the lion, member for Fremantle, who
knows all about the matter, should
make'a statement that the members of
the Government, or the Governor, were
more anxious to preserve the salaries of
officials than to preserve the best i-n-
terests of the colony.

MR. MARMION: I beg the hon.
gentleman's pardon; I said nothing of
the kind.

'In COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. J. Forrest) - I took down
his words-" everything must give way
to official salaries."

Mat. MARMION - The hon, gentle-
man will pardon me. I said it seemed
to mec that the interests of everyone else
were to give way on this point to official
salaries, because His Excellency said
that " fw-ther reductions would mean an
interference with official salaries." It
seemed to me, from this, that all other
interests were to suffer, except the sal-
aries 6f officials.

THE COWMSSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): The hon.
member forgets that the Governor adds,
'" which are already small enough." I
know, from my experience, they are low
enough-to many, a. poor pittance; and 1
think, as to the higher officials, that if
they had not some private means of their
own, they could not manage to live at all,
in the way that is expected from them.
Sall as they axe, the Go-vernment are not
to be thanked that they are not even
smaller. As a ride, officials have had to
thank this House for the additions that
have been made to their salaries, and all
will agree that I have always supported
them. The lion, member also stated that
the action or inaction. of the Government
had driven people away in disgust fromt
the colony. I don't know what the hon.
member expects the Government to do.
The Government cannot find funds and
organise relief works, if there is no other
work to do. I think the Government did
all they could, with the means at their
disposal, to try and meet the difficulty of
want of empoyment. In tinmes of de-

33



84 PARLLAIEENTARY DEBATES. [Ocr. 12
pression, when tradesmen are unable to
obtain work, I don't know that it is
altogether an unmixed evil that they
should go to a market where their labor
is wanted, rather than remain where
there is no scope for their employment.
Another matter I think the hon. imember
has overlooked, when he taks about the
want of energy displayed by the Govern-
ment: I think he must forget that al-
though the Government have Dot gone in
lately for large loans there has been a
greatpublic work carried out-the rail-
way between Albany and Beverley, which
represents nearly a million of money.
Therefore, it cannot be-said that public
works have been altogether at a stand-
still in this colony. I think, myself,
that some large public works have been
carried out during the last two or three
years. That )railway alone, if constructed
out of borrowed capital, would have been
looked upon as a gigantic undertaking,
and no one would have dared to have got
up and said that the colony had not gone
in for public works. The fact of this line
having been undertaken on the land
grant system does not alter the fact that
a great public work has been going on
during the time to which the hon. mema-
ber refers, The hon. member for the
North, speaking of the falling off in the
land revenue, seems to place the blame
on the new Land Regulations. I think
if he looked into the figures mnore clearly
he would find that a great deal of reve-
nue in past years was derived from the
sale of town lots, and not the sale of
rural lands. I am prepared to admit
that there has been a fallintg off in the
sale of rural lands, but the reason of that
is that the policy of the Land Regula-
tions is not thait of absolute sale, but a.
policy of deferred payments, upon condi-
tions of improvement. Most people
prefer to take up land under that system
than by downright purchase. The hon.
member for Greenough, speaking of a
change in the constitution, said the other
colonies were able to do so without any
trouble. I think if he had read the early
history of the first introduction of Res-
R onsible Government into the Austra-
-an colonies he would have found that

some of them had a great deal of trouble
to get the constitution which they,
wanted. The constitution as originally
firamed by the Legislature of New South

Wales, the mother colony, was a very
different con stitution from that which was
granted by the Home Government. The
constitution of the Upper House was
entirely changed by the Secretary of
State of that date, It was originally
proposed to have a sort of hereditary
Chamber, the first members of which
were to be nominated, and to have some
title-a small House of Lords; and it
was passed through the Legislative
Council that there should be a nominated
Upper House, in the first instance, and
afterwards the hereditary principle was
to he introduced. That was altogether
changed by the then Secretary of State;
and the Bill as then passed by the
colonial Legislature was in many other
respects not the Bill that was approved
by the Imprial Government. So that
I do not think the statement of the hon.
member for Greenough-that the colonies
were allowed to change their constitu-
tiona without ay opposition or trouble,
can be borne out by the facts of the
ease. I should just like to give my
own opinion on this question of whether
we should have one chamber or two;
and the view I take of it is this; I do
not see why Western Australia should
begin to experiment in constitutions. I
don't think there has yet arisen in West-
ern Australia such a political gnuasto
justify himi in framing a cositton
that should be a pattern for the other
colonies of the Empire. I think we had
better follow the lines of the constitution
that has had 30 years' trial in the other
Australian colonies, rather than attempt
to experiment with any new-fangled sys-
tem of our own. I may also mention
that the principle of a nominated 'Upper
House has been found to work very well
mn some of the most important of those
colonies. The principle of nomination
seems very objectionable to some hon.
members here, who seem to me to be
running off with popular clamor in this
matter, because they think it will be
popular with the masses to give them the

rjt to elect the members of the Upper
House. I think that, perhaps, is the
ruling motive. I think it is merely an
idea. I don't think, at this stage of our
history, the masses are the best judges
of the value and of the difference be-
tween an elected and a nominated Upper

IHouse. At any rate, we have the experi-
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enee of three great colonies, New South
Wales, Queensland, and New Zealand,
each of which has a nominatcd Upper
House; and I know I have the honor
and the Pleasure of an intimate acquaint-
ance with many of the leading politi-
cians of those colonies; and I never
heard anyone say they were dissatisfied
with a nominated Upper House; nor
am I aware that any serious attempt
has been madle to change the consti-
tution of these Upper Houses, which
they might easily do if they -wished, from
a nominated to an elected chamber.
Therefore, I think it is merely a popular'
cry which has been taken up by hon.members here, this demand for an elected
Upper House-a cry with which the

wt oto the country, and make a great
deal about, but which I think has no real
importance in it at all. As I said before,
we have the experience to guide us of
three of our sister colonies, and I have
yet to learn that the Upper Houses of
New South Wales, Queensland, and New
Zealand are inferior in any respect to the
elected Upper Houses of Tasmania,
South Australia, and Victoria. For, my
own part, I think if a eoxnpanson
were instituted, the comparison would
be altogether in favor of the nominated
'Upper Houses of the three great colonies
I have mentioned. Sir, there was no
necessity, proa, fo me to deliver

myef ftese sentiments at this stage
ofour proeedins, hut I thought per-
haps it miht be as well I should do

so0.
Question put-That an humble address

be presented.
Aye.
TH-E COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

Sir M. Frasr) moved that a. select comn-
nmittee be appointed to consider the
Address in Reply; such committee to
consist of Mr. Sholl, Mr- A. Forrest, Mr.
Parker, Mr. Randell, and the mover.

Question-put and passed.
The Committee withdrew to prepare

the Address.
Tam COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

Sir M. Fraser) brought up the Address
prepared by the committee, and moved
that it he received.

Question-put and passed.
The Address wan read by the Clerk, as

follows:

"To His Fscellency Sir Frederick
"Kapier .Broome, Knight Commander

" of the Most -Distinguished Order of
"Saint Michael and Saint George,
"Governor and Commander-in-Chief

"in and over the Territory of West-
ern Australia and its Dependencies,

"WYIT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,-
"We, the Members of the Legislative

"Council of Western Australia, desire to
"express our thanks for the Address
"with which we have been favored, and

"for the attention to the best interests
"of the Colony evinced therein.

"12. We cordially reciprocate Your Ex-
"cellency's expression of pleaure in
"meetingj again for sessionl waork, and
"trust tat, under Divine Providence,
"the welfare and progress of the colony

"may be promoted.
"13. We regret to hear that the receipts

as shown by the Financial Returns for
"the three quarters of the current year
"do not encourage the hope that the
"estimates of revenue for the whole year
"will be realised. But we concur with
"Your Excellency that the situation need
"not be regarded as more than one of
"temporary difficulty, and that our re-
"sources are gradually but surely ex-

"Spanding.
"14. We consider that Your Excellency

"adopted a wise course in requesting the
",authority of the Secretary of State for
"an additional loan,- and regret the course
"which Lord Knutsford has felt con-
"strained to take.

"1With regard to the issue of Treasury
"Bills, the proposal will no doubt meet
"with due consideration at the hands of
"this Council.

"15. We thank Your Excellency for the
"personal efforts made by you to bring
"the question of a change in the political
"constitution of the colony into a sub-
"stantisi form at the commencement of

",this Session; the further despatches
",and the Bill, when before us, will
"receive our most careful consideration.

-6. The propmsn nature of the new
"gold~felds is inad a, matter for con-
",gratulation; and it is to be hoped that
"-the reputation of both Yilgarn and
",Pilbarr will, with the assistance of
"capital, be fully sustained by results.

" 7. We concur with Your Excellency
"as to the importance of the approaching
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"completion of the fleverley-Albany
"Railway; this is a work which the
"colony may justly be proud of.

"S8. The intelligence that the works on
the Midland Railway are again in pro-

"gress and will be shortly vigorously
"carried forward, is very satisfactory.

"19. The opening of the overland Tele-
"graph to Derby. the Goldfields, and
"Wyadhamu will, we trust, be most bone.
"fetal. to the settlement of the Kimnberley
"District, and advantageous to all con-
"corned in it.

110. Separate commruntications by Sub-
"marine Cables with the Europea and
"extra,-Australian telegraphic systems,
"which are promised conditionally by
"Messrs. C. & E. Aillar and the Eastern
"Extension Company, wil be great

"works, if arrangements can be satisfac.
"torily made.

,III. The papers promised on Chinese
"Immigration, an Imperial scheme of
"Immigration, and respecting the Pearl
"Fisheries on our Northern Coast, will
"all have our moat careful attention.

" 12. The proposed further contract
"with the Adelaide Steamship Company,
"Lintited, will have that consideration
"which its importance denmands.

" 13. We agree that the staple indus-
"fries of the Colony are rhowing good
"progress, and the outlook, from a busi-
"ness point of view, is promising

"14. The various Bills to be presented
"to us, will be carefully considered.

" 15. We join heartily with Your Ex-
"cellency in expressing confidence in the

"future of Western Australia, and con-
"elude with an assurance that we shall
"earnestly, thoughtfully, and patiently
"attend to and consider all such measures
"an d ether matters as may be presented
"to us during the Session -we have just
"comnmenced."

MR. SHOLjL moved that the Address,
as read, be adopted.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at a quarter
past tan O'clock, P.M.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Monday, 15th October, 1888.

Telegraph Line between Roeboarne and Derby, Con-
tract for completion-crane, floorig, and T' bead
for Derby Jetty-Petition (No. 1): floprietora Of
West flstralian, praying for appointment of a third
Judge of the Supreme Oonrt-Boade Bill: first rent-
ing-Boiler Inspection Bill: frst rending-Convey-
oce of Shipwrecked Passengers Bill: second read

tng- mtio nentied-xces Bll,188 ;second
JtA.initer;to slet cnit-Gol Declar-
ation 1il; second reading-MerchandIse Marks
Bill second reading-Adjournment.

TnE SPEAKER took the Chair at

seven o'clock, p"m-

PRAYERS.

TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN ROE-
BOURNE AND DERBY,4 CONTRACT

FOR COMPLETION.
MR. A. FORREST, in accordance with

notice, asked the Director of Public
Works-

isat. When it is probable that the Tele-
g raph Line between Roebourne and Derby
will be completed.

2nd. The contract time for above work
being last March, do the Government
intend to retain sufficient money to pay
this £20 per day, as per original contract.

TaxE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Ron. J. A. Wright) replied:

t. The Telegraph line will, it is hoped,
be completed by the end of November.

2. There are sufficient funds retained
to cover any fines that may have to be
enforced.-

CRANE, FLOORING, AND T HEAD FOR
DERBY JETTY.

Mit. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works:

s t. Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to erect a suitable crane at the end
of the Derby Jetty, Kimberley DistrictF

2nd. Do the Government intend to
complete the flooring of the Derby Jetty,
as much inconvenience is occasioned by
the non-completion of this work ?

3rd. Will the Government complete
the line of railway in the T bead, and to
form a turntable on the Jetty to facili-
tate the unloading of steamers?
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